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Church Staff , wm
Paul Koehn, Pastor 2 O 2 6
pastor@stpaulalbion.org
Emergency/Parsonage: 517-629-5040

Barbara Slauﬂhter, Church Secretary

bslaughter@stpaulalbion.org Find us on

Dagmar McKinney, Church Secretary Facebook @stpaulAlbion
dmckinney@stpaulalbion.org

Ron Di Salvio, Music Director F

Joie Eddy, Kid-to-Kid Shop Coordinator L

Barbara Slaughter, Bookkeeper d

Churgh Offr'llce Hdours U

Monday—Thursday, 10:00am-3:00pm 8

(May be closed for lunch 12:30-1:30pm) o olginmsatguzrg%ys
Friday, 10: OOam 12 30pm n (not on holiday weekends)

Gently used, clean kids clothes sizes 0-16
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 100 Luther Blvd, Albion
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We accept donations of good, clean, children’s
items. Thursdays 9-11am, & Saturdays 10am-2pm.

[roocoowom

Office hours may vary, please call the
office at 517-629-8379 to make sure
we're open before you come in.

Thank you!
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“Jesus said,

‘Let the children come to me.’”

! Matthew 19:14
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Little Lambs of Jesus
Preschool ¢ Childcare Center
615 S. Dalrymple Gt.

Albion, M1 4922¢

517-629-7699
e-mail: littlelambsofjesus@outlook.com

Amber Perry, Director
Jenny Joods, Asst. Director
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Obstacle course Olympic gamel! They loved it!1



http://kidtokid.com/

Order your Easter Lilies

Orders for Easter Lilies are being taken after each
service or in the church office. These lilies are
used to beautify our sanctuary on Easter morn-
ing. They are $12.50 each and can be picked up
following the 10:30am service on Easter.

Please order by March 22nd.

Please be prepared with a check or exact change.
Thank you.

Join us for J.A.M.
at St. Paul Lutheran Church
on Sundays at 10:30 AM
(except on major holidays).
Music, crafts and character lessons included

Articles, ads & information for the May issue of The Messenger

are due at the church office no later than April 20.

Bible Study on Psalm 23

Sundays, 9:15am in the Living Room
(near the stage end of Luther Hall)

Are you looking to find deeper trust in the
Lord? Would you like to learn to praise through the val-
leys and rest in green pastures? Come dive into Psalm
23 for a 14-week study - All are welcome!
You do not need to commit to all 14 weeks
to be involved! Come when you can!

Watch our 10:30am worship services online

www.YouTube@StPaulAlbionMI “Jﬁﬁg
www.stpaulalbion.org MM

(St. Paul’s website—click on “Sermons”)

www.Facebook.com/StPaulAlbion
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d . h 1ol RSN Sub Pick-up
(i CBU{f ayg March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 oo Bible Study
................................................. Psalm 23 Bible Study
| J.A.M. (Jesus and Me)
March Birthdays March 3, 10, 17, 24 .ccevveveererenenn Tuesday Bible Study
: March 4, 11, 18, 25 ..c.cvvvuvennns Lenten Meals & Worship
2|Bud Fox, Alice Wochholz March 5, 12, 19, 26 rrroveessmmresoeereeseeerene Prayer Time
2| Aaron Miller March 7 ...ooveieiiieiecceiec e, Saturday Life Worship
5| Sarah Hurdelbrink March 7,14, 21,28 .o, Kid-to-Kid ShOp
7| Dagmar McKinney March 7-8........ Spring Forward-move your clocks ahead
10| Carolyn Fox March 15 ..o, Family Fun Time in the gym
13 | April Ericson March 20 ...coeovviiiiiieirer e Spring Begins!
20| Kent Phillips March 29 .....ccovvviiiiiirieceeneeee, Palm Saturday Worship
21| Cindy Geyer March 30-31....ccccviiiiiiiiniiiienneeee, Church Office Closed
24 [ Charles Krenerick
27 | Barry Beilfuss . April 1-3 oo Church Office Closed
30| Madilynn Chamberlain April 2,9, 16, 23, 30.u.ccvceeereeeeree e Prayer Time
- - April 2 .o Maundy Thursday Worship
March Anniversaries ApriI 3 e Goo<(:|j Frid?cy WorsRip
April 4 e, Saturday Life Worship
%g &%Cé(eﬁ (élhgglt%ttepg?trgusky April 5 oo 7:00am Easter Sunrise Worship
yrorer || R 10:?é0am Easter Holy Comrzunionb}Norshcilp
—_— April 7, 14, 21, 28....ccceiiiiiiieiienns Tuesday Bible Study
April Birthdays ADPFil 11, 18, 25 +veeeeeeeeeseeeeeseseeeanas Kid-to-Kid Shop
i i April 12, 19, 26 ...ccvneviiienieenn, J.AM. (Jesus and Me)
g g;lﬁlﬁes/ogﬁgangwSIaughter April 13, Stewardship & Outreach Mtg
8lkaraConn 0000 Sk | [, Parish Planning Council Mtg
11 |Terry Anderla April 19, e, Family Fun Time in the gym
13 | Lou Zick April 20......coociiiiiiiiii, May Newsletter Deadline
18 | Steve Abbee April 26-30....c.ciiiiiiiiiirerees Big Sale Drop-off Days
19 | Heather Gardner
20 | Carter Ericson ‘ o ]
22 | Linda Clark, Anne Starr
H WELCOME! .
23 |James Hunt, Corey Downe NG
24 | Dale Duflfl rey bowney ﬁ- We are blessed to welcome Debra & Tim Woodworth |
29 [ Karen Cords, Cheryl Murray l into membership at St. Paul. This mother and son -
30| Liz Wonus ! — join us, having been walking in the Christian faith, |
w m _ bytransferfrom St. Timothy Lutheran Church * .
April Anniversaries WELCOME in Otisville, Michigan. |
18 | David Davis & Heather Gardner New Members  Thank You, Lord, for giving us more partners |
28 | Rob & Shannon Porter | in our Gospel mission! .
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Dear Saints through faith in Jesus
and His grace and forgiveness!

Winter! And it seems extra long!

Jesus had a longing, a bit like we do for warmer weather
and sunny days. He expressed it in Luke 12:49-50, saying,
"I have come to cast fire upon the earth and how I wish it
were already kindled! But I have a baptism to undergo and
how distressed I am until it is accomplished!”

I suggest to you that the “fire” was to be a burning up of all
sin and evil. His desire was that there would be a release
from the cluttering garbage of sin and pain, hatred and ani-
mosity, guilt and shame, and all that is wrong with/in the
world. After all, it says in 1 John 3:8 that Jesus came to
destroy the works of the devil. Fire is a great purifier. Its
intense heat helps purge away the slag and purify silver and
gold. Fire takes a huge pile of debris and reduces it to a
little mound of ashes. The fire can be horrible with its de-
struction but it can also “cleanse” a clutter forest floor of
fallen trees and rotting foliage and open the possibilities of
beautiful new growth and revitalization.

Jesus accomplished such fiery cleansing leading to a spiritu-
al Springtime-like rejuvenation by undergoing a “baptism”.
In the verse from Luke, He is not referring to His baptism by
John the Baptist at the beginning of His ministry. That was
already accomplished. This was a difference immersion. He
was anticipating — for that cleansing “fire” to be kindled —
for Himself being flooded with the sins of all humanity and

-
The Gospel is . . .

© \ THE TRUTH Unchanging

Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) stands ready as your
partner in bringing that Good News to your community,
nation, and world. She the flyers at the back of the church.

St. Paul will be celebrating:
Lutheran Hour Ministries Sunday
March 8, 2026

A Special Offering will be taken for LHM. All LHM Sunday
contributions will be matched up to $25,000.

to be plunged into the suffering and judgment that those
sins had deserved. Whereas now baptism in Jesus’ Name is
for the forgiveness of sin, He was going to be baptized so as
“to be made sin for us” (2 Cor. 5:21). The baptism of water
and the Word brings a cleansing for sinners but Jesus’ bap-
tism laid on Him the sins of the whole world. He was so
distressed as He faced that baptism of fire, He prayed to His
Father for a way out or another

way for that cleansing fire to reme-

dy evil rather than Him going

through torturous crucifixion of

that cross of Calvary.

For the Christian community,

Springtime always comes in like a

Lamb and goes out like a Lion! As we walk through the
drudgery and dreariness of Lent, we follow the Lamb as He
undergoes His baptism, taking the filthy submersion of our
sins through His suffering and death. Good Friday culmi-
nates with the tomb sealed with a heavy stone as His ex-
pired body is put away. But the stone is less than a speck
of dust as the roaring Lion bursts through death and springs
to life on that Resurrection Morning! No power can hold
back the Almighty and the dynamite of His redeeming love
for mankind and all creation. The seasons of the calendar
year remind us of that and the calendar of the Church Year
rehearse it with the revelation of Gospel Good News — death
to sin and life to sinners (that is all of us!) through Jesus
taking our place to kindle that fire by undergoing that bap-
tism!

How can we but be filled with anticipation of what will
spring forth! Experience the fire, the baptism and the reju-
venation of the Resurrection as we worship through March
into April’s early Spring!

Love and peace to all —in Jesus! + Pastor Paul Koehn
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Readers are needed for our
Post-Resurrection Reading
Sunday, April 12, both services
(No Communion)

1 ]‘5; i We will be doing a Post-
e 4 Resurrection responsive reading
‘ (like the Passion readings we've
done on Palm Sunday.) We will need 17 readers, and the
parts go from only 1 line up to 30 lines.

Please talk to Pastor about taking one of the parts or sign
up on the sheets at the back of the services.

WINTER JAM
Ypsilanti, MI March 29, 2026

Pastor Koehn would like to get a group
to go. Admission starts at 4pm. Please
let Pastor or the office know if you
would be interested in going.

E

Chris Tomlin
Hulvey | [ Disciple

See the flyers at the back of the church?/n Luther Hall.

Speaker:
Zag\e Black

| Matthew West | Katy Nichole

Easter Breakfast 2026
We are in need of a group or individual to be in charge
of the Easter Breakfast this year.
This would include:
*Planning what you would like to have.
*Would it be a potluck?
*What would you be making and what
would you ask people to donate?
*QOrganizing volunteers to cook and clean-up.

If anyone is'interested, please let the office know ASAP.

515 Donation at the Door

Don’t forget to direct your
Choice Dollars® from Thrivent.
Choice Dollars expire, so you only have until March 31st
to direct any remaining from 2025.
Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.
You can also contact the church office and Barbara
will be glad to help you (Monday thru Wednesday.)

thrivent
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p_ - News from Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center

Greetings from the Center: 0
m 1) Thanks to everyone who sold/bought subs from us; the final numbers aren't in yet, but | know ‘
Y = Q ~, we did well! A HUGE thanks to Bob Slaughter, who again sold over 450 for us.

! ; (@ Preschool is doing great! We have been learning about seals, walruses, polar bears, arctic foxes,
z\;i snow owls, and igloos! THEY LOVE IT!

We are working so hard to make them kindergarten-ready. We feel most of them will be fine. Keep them in your prayers.

Our annual sale dates are coming soon! WE NEED HELPERS! Sale dates are May 6,7,8. Set up the week prior. Please
see the ad for further details. Let me know (Jenny) by April 03, if you can help set up, sort, sell, take down, and take stuff
to Goodwill. We will need lots of help. THIS IS A HUGE FUNDRAISER FOR US, and we could use the cash flow.

We have recently hired some new staff and are praying they all work out fine. We (.-}
can take more kids if we can get the staffing secured.

Thanks for prayers. Keep them coming! In Christ, Jenny i

PICK UP YOUR SUBS LIFE Worship
Thursday, February 26 Sundays, 8:15 am
4-5:00pm N In the Living Room
Or (near the stage end of Luther Hall)
Friday, February 27, 9am-12:30pm, or r T St Paul has an earl .
. . y Sunday worship
Sunday, March 1, after the services T setting. The 45-minute service features
. newer music via technology, the same
We might have a few extra to sell on Sunday. message based on the same Scripture as at 10:30 am,
but presented interactively, and concludes with prayer
and communion. (No communion on the 3™ Sunday.)
Come and join us!
CLEAN YOUR CLOSETS! > €0
TACKLE THE GARAGE! F AV [.]’35 Lo
EMPTY YOUR CUPBOARDS! . - - =k |
Fam::yll:_,ug I\I m'? 19
: Marc ri
Theh:an;llg:l_lsslalzeovgg be after 10:30am churcII1)untiI 1pm
. . Join us for this monthly event after church!
Donate your gently used clothing, dishes, household Lunch is provided with fun in the gym to follow!
items, and furniture. See the details in the ad below. o
We ask that at least 1 adult accompany their kids from
each family. Thank you!

Little Lambs of Jesus is having The Big Sale in May.
Please read the following information carefully:

You may bring items to donate for the sale:
Sunday, April 26, 11 am—1 pm
Monday-Thursday, April 27-30 1, 9 am—4:30 pm
Friday, May 1, 9 am—7pm
Saturday, May 2, 10 am—1 pm
Sunday, May 3, 10 am- 12 pm

Please bring all items to Luther Hall.

There will be NO items accepted after Sunday, May 3, 12 pm. Zero! None! -
No pre-sales. Please be respectful of these requests.

Sale dates/times are: %ﬂﬁ &

Wednesday, May 6, 4-7 pm
Thursday, May 7, 9-5 pm
Friday, May 8, 9-2 pm (1/2 price day). Most items free from 2-3.

We accept good, clean clothing, household items, toys, furniture, tools, etc. We will try to sell most anything!

If you can help set-up, organize, sell, or clean-up, please let me know
and I'm sure we can put you to work, especially for clean-up on Friday!

This is a huge fundraiser for Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center. Thanks for supporting us!




Roving Reporter

What a Beautiful day today! It's 62 degrees on my thermometer right now! Oh, how nice after the snow and cold weather

this year. God is so good to us!

Lenten
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Voters' Assembly news:

e Nominations are now open for Officers and Board members for the 2026 elections. Some boards need more R
members, and some positions are up for re-election. They will be voted on at the May Voters’ Assembly.

e The 2026 budgets were approved.

Lenten services have started. The meals are at 5:30pm, and worship services are at 6:30pm, in
the Living Room. Ash Wednesday was a little early this year, and so is Easter on April 5th.

I hope you ordered your Subs. If you didn't, you'll have to wait for next year. Thanks to those
who ordered and also to the volunteers who helped make them. This was a fundraiser
for the Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center.

% \
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SPRING FORWARD

e The possible closing of the Kid-to-Kid Shop was discussed again. They are going to try to open another day,

along with Saturday, and also do more advertising.

e There are 3 people as possible Associate Pastor candidates from Fort Wayne Seminary. Some St. Paul committee
members traveled to St. Louis last week to interview a candidate there. A motion was passed for the committee to
make a recommendation if they think one is suitable for our needs.

e The Trustees asked for money to update the electrical panels as recommended by our insurance company.
e Pastor will be away in March. Pastors James Keat and Randy Johnson will be our fill-in pastors.
e This cold weather has brought on a lot of furnace problems. The sanctuary furnaces had to be repaired, the parson-

age had problems, and also the Little Lambs had to have work done.
e A new family has transferred to St. Paul. Debra and her son, Tim Woodworth. Give them a welcome

from St. Paul.

Keep the Little Lambs, Pastor, and the sick and shut-ins in your prayers. .71/&/” Springll/

Grace Alone.

Lenten Worship Services
February 25, March 4, 11, 18, & 25
6:30 pm
In The Living Room
(near the south end of Luther Hall)

Lutheran Highlights for Lent
Feb. 25 — “Scripture Alone”

Matthew 4:4 and
Deuteronomy 8:3

Mar. 4 — “Grace Alone”

Mar. 11 — “Faith Alone”

Titus 3:5-6

Word Alone.

Ephesians 2:8 and Titus 3:5-7
Ephesians 2:8 and John 1:12-13
Mar. 18 — “Christ Alone” Acts 4:12 and I Timothy 2:5
Mar. 25 — “Holy Spirit Alone” I Corinthians 12:3 and

€
Hory WEEK

AT | &S
_ EEN
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday Service (with Communion):

March 29, 8:15am & 10:30am

“Stirring the Pot” Matthew 21:10-11
Maundy Thursday Service (with Communion):
April 2, 6:30pm in the sanctuary

“The Eucharist -The Sacrament of the Altar” I Cor 11:23-29
Good Friday Service:

April 3, 6:30pm in the sanctuary

“Baptism — Immersed, Sprinkled, Poured” Romans 6:1-5

Lenten Meals
A meal will be served every week before the Lenten
Worship Service. Meals begin at 5:30 pm.

Everyone welcome!
A donation will be taken to help cover
the cost of the meal.
Suggested donation is $3.00 per adult.

H . These meals are sponsored
thrlvent in part by Thrivent.

Easter Morning, April 5
Sunrise Service (with Communion):
7:00am in the sanctuary
Traditional Service (with Communion):
10:30am in the sanctuary
“Have You Seen?” Acts 10:40

%,

Easter Morning, April 5
‘ No 8:15 am service

Sunrise Service: 7:00am

THE LENTEN MEAL MENUS

March 4—Spaghetti & Salad/Fellowship Board
March 11—2 kinds of Chili/Stewardship Board
March 18—Hot Dogs & Stuff/Jan Shedd

March 25— [Pastor & LoriRene’

Traditional Service: 10:30am
Both services will be held in the sanctuary with Communion.

SATURDAY LIFE Worship
First Saturday of the month
March 7 & April 4, 5:00 pm

fat«mfaﬁ
Once a month, on the first Saturday, join us

WORSHIP
Siene)
in the Living Room for worship, the Word,

and the Sacrament/Holy Communion. This is a kid-friendly 45-50
minute time of faith building.




Prayer List Updated: February 24, 2026

Homebound
Ginette Burlingame
Alice Bush

Ruth Bussing
Shirley Claucherty
Katherine Heidenreich
Don Hickey

James Hull
Charles Krenerick
Dolores Manthei
Coral Mason
Carolyn Rimer
Peter Smith

Public Servants

Lindsey Bergeron-Anderla (wife of Michael Anderla)

Eric Clark

Sarah Duff (daughter of Dale & Lori Duff)

Joe Goff (nephew of Heather Shedd)

Rob Lightfoot (grandson of Cliff & Alice Bush)

Miranda Seedorf

Jacob Sommer (grandson of Jean Sommer)

Terrel “Dion” Williams (nephew of Lou & Annette Lerma)
Jeremy Woods

Our heartfelt sympathy to the families of:

Ben Juday, friend of Chuck & Ella Larder,
who passed away.

Frank Wilson, brother-in-law of Doretta
b4 Wilson, who passed away on January 27th.

Keith Swathwood who passed away on
February 2nd.

Betty L. Weston who passed away on February sth.

Roger Miller, brother of Jean Miller and former St.
Paul member, who passed away on February 6th

Our prayers are With you in your time of sorrow.

Betty Lou Weston
June 10, 1941 — February 5, 2026

Betty Lou Weston, 84, passed away peace-
fully with her family by her side on February
5, 2026. She was born June 10, 1941, to the
late James and Irene Coleman.

In addition to her parents, Betty was preced-
ed in death by her son, Danny Weston; siblings, Bill Cole-
man and Jim Coleman; father and mother-in-law, Charles
and Marguerite; and sister-in-law, Joy Rutan. She is sur-
vived by her husband of 65 years, Roger Weston; children:
Steve (Shannon) Weston, Cindy Weston, Penny (Edgar)
Medlen, Dawn (DuWayne) Twiss, Doug (Carrie Shipley)
Weston; grandchildren; great-grandchildren; brother-in-law,
Robert (Judy) Weston.

A memorial service was held on Feb 12, at St. Paul Luther-
an Church, Albion.

See the full obituary on the Luther Hall lobby bulletin board.

Sick and Injured

Susan Abbee (sister of Steve Abbee)

Pastor Albert Amos

Barbara Benavidez (friend of Bob Porter)

Amy Cords (niece of Phyllis Hoffman & Karen Cords)
Glen Corliss (cousin of Sandi Mauntel)

John Deyoe (cousin of Rose Hickey)

Danny & Lynette Fowler (cousin of Rose Hickey)
Bud Fox

Rev. William Gatz (father of Bill Gatz)

Brian Giffels (cousin of Steve Piske)

Allen Holtz (friend of Rose Hickey)

Jim Hunt

Tae Kim (Korean son of Pastor & LoriRene’)

Don Larder (father of Chuck Larder)

Kyle Larder (great-grandson of Chuck & Ella Larder)
Tim Lauer (son of Ken & Sue Lauer)

Lois (cousin of Phyllis Hoffman)

Dawn Miller (daughter-in-law of Donna Miller)

Blake Pauley (brother of LLOJ worker, Mary Pauley)
Maycee Roberts (friend of Jo Hess)

Joel Robinson (friend of Jo Hess)

Russell Spanninga

llene Stroebel (aunt of Amy Zerbe)

Phillip Sumption (husband of Joan Sumption)

Kathy Weaver

Robert Weston (brother of Roger Weston)

Carol Wilson

Trevor Young (friend of Tom Zander)

Keith LeRoy Swathwood
October 18, 1935 — February 2, 2026

Keith LeRoy Swathwood passed away on
Monday, February 2, and went home to be
with his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He
was born October 18, 1935, to the late David
S. and Eva R. (Shepard) Swathwood. He
married Betty Jean Janecke on July 8, 1952. Keith & Betty
were married for 66 years prior to her passing in 2018.

Keith is survived by 2 sons, David (Cathy) Swathwood, Dan-
iel (Susan) Swathwood; 4 daughters, Denise Longtin, Debra
(Gary) Roubal, Teresa (Daniel) Trubac, Jeanette (Donald)
Russell; 10 grandchildren; 11 great grandchildren; brother-in
-law Robert Janecke; 4 sisters-in-law, Patricia (Raymond)
Bodell, Susan Janecke, Linda (Barry) Crites, Elizabeth
Janecke; and numerous nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his wife, parents, Grandfather
Hoagie; 3 brothers-in-law, Donald Janecke, John Janecke,
and Paul Janecke; and sisters-in-law, Nancy Tepolt and Lin-
da Janecke.

A memorial service was held on Feb 10, at St. Paul Luther-
an Church, Albion.

See the full obituary on the Luther Hall lobby bulletin board.

NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN.
Want to be on a board??

Nominations are open for positions on all
of the boards, and these officer positions:

Vice President, Treasurer, and Financial Secretary.
Please turn all nominations in to the office by April 30, 2026.

Call the church office for more info or position descriptions.
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March I April 2026

Worship Schedule

Sunday Life Worship (not on Easter) 8:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship (in person & Facebook Live) 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study 9:10 a.m.
Lenten Worship Services, March 4, 11, 18, & 25 6:30 p.m.
Palm Sunday Worship, March 29 8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday Worship, April 2 6:30 p.m.
Good Friday Worship, April 3 6:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday Worship, April 5

7 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

(Holy Communion is offered every Sunday except the 3rd Sunday of the month,)

ission QBtatoment
Our Aission is to focus on the
commurnily tirough Ghrist

The Messenger

St. Paul Lutheran Church
100 Luther Boulevard
Albion, Ml 49224
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HELLO NEIGHBORS!

We would like to share a copy of our monthly
newsletter with you. We invite you to join us

in any and all events mentioned within.

“Come to me all you who are weary and
burdened, and | will give you rest.”
- Spoken by Jesus, Book of Matthew 11:28
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