
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Office hours may vary, please call  
us at 517-629-8379 to make sure 
we’re open before you come in.  

Thank you! 

The Messenger 
a monthly newsletter   

@StPaulAlbion 

 

 St. Paul Lutheran Church 
100 Luther Blvd 

Albion, MI 49224 
517-629-8379 

www.stpaulalbion.org 
e-mail:  office@stpaulalbion.org 

 Church Staff 
Paul Koehn, Pastor 
             pastor@stpaulalbion.org 
             Emergency/Parsonage:  517-629-5040 
 

Barbara Slaughter, Church Secretary 
             bslaughter@stpaulalbion.org 
 

Dagmar McKinney, Church Secretary 
             dmckinney@stpaulalbion.org 
 

Ron Di Salvio, Music Director 
 

Joie Eddy, Kid-to-Kid Shop Coordinator 
 

Barbara Slaughter, Bookkeeper 
 
Church Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday, 10:00am-3:00pm 
    (May be closed for lunch 12:30-1:30pm) 
Friday, 10:00am-12:30pm 

 
 

Open Saturdays 
(Not on holidays) 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
 

Gently used, clean kids clothes sizes 0-16 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 100 Luther Blvd, Albion 

 

We accept donations of good, clean, children’s items. 
Thursdays 9-11am, and Saturdays 10am-2pm. 

July 2026 
August 2026 

 

 
“Jesus said,  

‘Let the children come to me.’” 
Matthew 19:14 

 Little Lambs of Jesus  
Preschool & Childcare Center 

615 S. Dalrymple St. 
Albion, MI 49224 

517-629-7699 
e-mail: littlelambsofjesus@outlook.com 

 

Amber Perry, Director               
Jenny Woods, Asst. Director 
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July & August  

June 29 -July 3........... Little Lambs of Jesus-Closed 
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 ........................... Prayer Time 
July 4 ..................................... Independence Day 
 ......................................... Saturday Life Worship 
July 5, 12, 19 .......................... Hymn Sing 9:00am 
 .......................... Special 9:15am worship services 
         (no 8:15 & 10:30am services on these dates) 
July 11, 18, 25 ............................  Kid-to-Kid Shop 
July 19 ........................... Special Voters’ Assembly 
 ...................................... Summer Potluck/Brunch 
 
August 1 ............................. Saturday Life Worship 
August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 ................  Kid-to-Kid Shop 
August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 ............... Kid-to-Kid Shop 
August 6, 13, 20, 27 .........................  Prayer Time 
August 13 ..........  Red Cross Blood Drive at St. Paul 
August 17 ................. Stewardship & Outreach Mtg 
 ................................. Parish Planning Council Mtg 
August 20 ............. September Newsletter Deadline 
August 23 & 30 ................... J.A.M. (Jesus and Me) 

Articles, 
ads &  

information 
for the  

September 
issue of 

The  
Messenger  
are due at 
the church 

office  
no later 

than  
August 20 

August Birthdays 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

10 
11 
14 
15 
17 
19 
22 
26 
27 

 
28 

 
30 
31 

Beth Williamson 
Shannon Porter, Roman Ruoff 
Brooklyn Gardner 
Jack Sandusky, Timothy Phillips 
Brennan Gardner 
Susan Clark 
Michael Morris 
Shanna Pollman 
Sharon Rumsey 
Evelyn Portman 
Alliyah Clark 
Ken Lauer, Lori Crysler, Michele Mentink 
Bob Siscoe 
Mary Ruff, Lori Duff, Andrea Lerma, 
Everleigh Morgan 
Jean Miller, Carol Locke, 
Tom Hunt, Todd Crysler 
Sandra Martin, Steve Piske 
Tim Paugh 

August Anniversaries 

2 
4 

11 
17 
27 
28 

Jerry & Sandra Martin 
Gordon & Jenny Woods 
Jake Weicht & Christina Zerbe-Weicht 
Tom & Bert Zander 
Lou & Annette Lerma 
Bud & Carolyn Fox 

July Birthdays 

1 
2 
4 
6 
9 

13 
15 
18 
21 
22 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

 
31 

Gezahegn Starr 
Jenny Woods, Stacy Gatz 
Milkessa Gemechu 
Tom Paugh 
Harper Mentink 
Jerry Martin 
Andrew Miller 
Tesfaye Starr 
Susan Obert 
Clarence Ruff 
Coral Mason 
Alex Ruff 
Triston Siscoe 
Bill Gatz 
Doug Pollman, Lou Lerma, 
Kathryn Watson 
Cookie Kreger, Susan Chapman 

July Anniversaries 

4 
13 
15 
17 
30 

 

Brad & Heather Shedd 
Tony & Anne Starr 
Ken & Sue Lauer 
Mike & Barbara Slaughter 
Terry & Dana Anderla,  
Steven & Jackie Stark 

 

Watch our 10:30am worship services online 
 

 www.Facebook.com/StPaulAlbion 
 www.YouTube@StPaulAlbionMI 
 www.stpaulalbion.org  
                     (St. Paul’s website—click on “Sermons”) 
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Open Saturdays 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

(not on holiday weekends) 
 

Gently used, clean kids clothes sizes 0-16 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 100 Luther Blvd, Albion 

 
We accept donations of good, clean, children’s 

items. Thursdays 9-11am, & Saturdays 10am-2pm. 

  Kid-to-Kid Shop will be open on Mondays 
Starting August 3rd, 10:00am to 1:00pm 

 

We’ve been thinking about it for a while; now we’re doing 
it. The Kid-to-Kid Shop will be open every Monday on a 
trial basis. Tell your friends and family! 
                             Open to everyone!! 

Special Voters’ Assembly 
 

Sunday, July 19 
Right after the 9:15am service 

In the sanctuary 
 

Calling a Pastoral Candidate – The 
Call Committee for St. Paul Lutheran has 

received a call list from the Michigan District.  One pastor 
was open and willing to be interviewed.  That interview 
happened on this past Monday with all members present 
– John Shedd, Bill Gatz, Mark Oerther, and Pastor Paul. 
  The unanimous recommendation, without reservation, 
is to call Pastor JD Zischke, Fayetteville, Arkansas, to join 
us in the ministry here in Albion.  A Voters’ Meeting will 
be held after the 9:15am service on Sunday, July 19 in 
the sanctuary (before our potluck brunch).  The vote will 
be on whether on not to extend Pastor JD an official call 
to be part of our plan for pastoral succession.  

http://kidtokid.com/


Dear Citizens! 
 
What is that old Shakespeare 
line?  “Friends, Romans, 
Countrymen, lend me your 
ear . . .” It is Marc Antony 
speaking at Julius Caesar’s 
funeral. 

 
Today’s call is to friends, Americans, and all the citizens of 
planet Earth!  The call is to look to but also beyond the great 
250

th
 anniversary of the Declaration of Independence.  I dare 

say the whole world should be thankful for the United States of 
America, especially its citizens, people privileged with living in 
this great nation of unparalleled freedom and prosperity 
(probably rivaled by ancient Israel under the rule and reign of 
kings David and his son, Solomon).  It is interesting to read/
hear the comments of foreigners here in the USA for the World 
Cup Soccer tournament.  The vast majority are loving America, 
even saying that what they’d previously heard on news media 
outlets about the USA were all lies.  They recognize the free-
dom and liberty, and most Americans love their country. 
 
We should be thankful for our blessings here but not lose sight 
of the Scriptural truth that “our citizenship is in heaven”!  (Phil. 
3:20).  That will hold great blessings and is so much more to be 
thankful for than our temporal dwelling in this country.  You 
don’t even have to apply for heaven’s citizenship.  It is given to 
you!  It is offered to all – “whosoever believeth”!  With it comes 
freedom from sin, liberation from death, and the promise 
perfect peace and joy in eternity.  The citizenship comes with 
knowing/coming to trust Jesus as Savior.  HE is the ultimate 
Commander in Chief!  His Kingdom will never end!  And though 
He was betrayed and struck down like Caesar by Brutus, unlike 
Julius Caesar, Jesus arose from death and will never die 
again.  He lives and reigns to all eternity! He is the One who 
gives us LIFE and LIFE ETERNAL. 
 
I agree with those who have said that if we forget our history as 
Americans, we are likely to lose our freedom.  We need to cele-

brate in remembrance the deeds of God through our Fore Fa-
thers.  We need to learn - for many it will be new learning and 
not a “refresher course” – the faith of our fathers, the likes of 
Washington, Jefferson, Franklin, John and John Quincy Ad-
ams, Noah Webster, Patrick Henry, and Daniel Webster. 
 
Still, I am more concerned about those losing the faith of their 
parents and grandparents right now, in this time and in our 
generation.  Many have forgotten the Gospel deeds of God’s 
grace.  They diminish the sacrifice of Jesus but not thinking on 
it, hearing about it, praising and worshipping Him for it.  Many 
need a refresher course, a wake-up call, a “revival”.  Still, oth-
ers have never heard!  They need to hear it and see it in the 
lives of heaven’s citizens, through our “talk and walk”. 
 
It was President Ronald Reagan who said, 
“Freedom is never more than one generation away 
from extinction.” If we don’t fight for it and defend it, 
freedom can be lost and never recovered. 
 
Spiritual freedom is like that in many ways!  We must fight the 
good fight of faith and defensively hold on to that faith in Jesus 
as our top priority when the devil, the world, and our own sinful 
flesh try to minimize its value and importance in our daily lives, 
let alone our weekly worship.  Sunday mornings have long, 
long been set aside for rest, spiritual refreshment, and refocus-
ing.  While any day and any time are good for faith-building, we 
miss something significant if we are not contributing to “public 
worship”.  As many church congregations fade in membership 
and participation, the next generation is in jeopardy of not even 
having an open house of worship or a pastor to care for their 
souls. 
 
Keep telling the stories (and learning the stories) of America 
and its founding, its principles of LIFE, LIBERTY, and the Pur-
suit of Happiness!  But especially keep hearing, learning, and 
telling the old, old story of Jesus and His love! 
 
Peace and love in Jesus + Pastor Paul Koehn 

  SATURDAY LIFE Worship  
First Saturday of the month 

July 4 & Aug 1, 5:00 pm  
 

 Once a month, on the first  Saturday, 
join us in the Living Room for worship, 

the Word, and the Sacrament/Holy Communion. This is a 
kid-friendly 45-50 minute time of faith building. 

Summer Special Worship Services 
 

A 9:15am worship service for Sundays,  
July 5, 12, and 19. 

“Hymn Sing” at 9:00am. 
 
Combined worship services for three Sundays! Please 
join us for these special services full of music and praise. 
 

We will return to our 8:15am Life Worship and 10:30am services on July 26. 

July 5 & 12 services-outside under the Big Tent (hopefully) 
July 19 service is in the sanctuary. 

For 3 weeks only! 

July 19—Potluck Brunch after the worship service,  
plus a time for games and extra fun stuff for the kids! 
 

Please bring a dish to pass. 
 

The potluck will be held in Luther Hall. Brunch 

  Medical Equipment For Loan 
 

 St. Paul has a medical equipment loan 
program.  
If you or someone you know needs a 
walker, shower chair, crutches, wheelchair, bed-
side commode, etc, call the church office at 517-
629-8379 during office hours to see what we 
have.  
                Open to everyone!! 

  Check the free table for adult diaper 
briefs, Poise pads, etc. We just got a 
bunch of new donations. 

LIFE Worship, Sundays, 8:15 am 
In the Living Room 

(near the stage end of Luther Hall) 
 

St. Paul has an early 45-minute service 
features newer music via technology, the 
same message based on the same 
Scripture as at 10:30 am. All welcome! 



Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center 
 

Is accepting applications for fall preschool enrollment 
 

615 S. Dalrymple St., Albion, 517-629-7699 
 

Students need to be 3 or 4 years old by September 1st. 

News from Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center 
 

Greetings from the Center, 
 

    Summer is underway.  Warm temps, water play, lots of outdoor time, and tired kids…. Most of 
the time. 
 

    We are fully staffed for the summer, which has been so incredible and wonderful!  We know it’s 
temporary, but it’s good to be able to give our staff some time off for enjoyment!  The entire cen-
ter was closed the week of June 29.  Our prayer is for all staff to rest, recharge, and come back 

better than ever! 
 

    We are enrolling for preschool for the 26/27 year.  Enrollment is going slow; please help us grow by 
spreading the word!  We also have openings in all ages for childcare. 
 

    We recently had to replace our oldest furnace (1998), and that has put a big hurt on our finances. 
Prayers that we figure that out. 
 

    I have had a few people ask how they can help us out.  We are always accepting donations of paper 
towels, plates, wipes, Dixie cups, etc. You can leave them in the kitchen at St. Paul (marked for lloj) or 
drop them off to us. 
 

   That’s about all I have for now. Stay tuned. It changes daily. 
 

                                                                          In Christ, Jenny 

Roving Reporter 
 

Where has our summer gone?  This weather is too cold for June.  I hope it gets better before too long. 
 
Happy Father’s Day to all the Fathers.  Hope all of you had a great, relaxing day! 
 
Welcome to our newest members of St. Paul. Please take a moment and introduce yourself to them. They are:  
George Bryant & Whitney Pombier, Diederich & Jonah Pombier-Lapp, Jerry & Sandi Martin, and Margaret Steele. 
 
Did you remember to donate to the Albion fireworks?  I hope the weather is good for them. 
 
There’s not much going on at St. Paul during the summer. This newsletter is a combined one for July and August. 
Watch your bulletin insert and our website for things that might come up later on. 
 

Once again this year we are having special combined worship services for three Sundays in July! On July 5, 12, 
and 19, we will worship at 9:15am with preservice music and a hymn sing at 9:00am. On the 5th & 
12th, we will be worshiping outside under the tent (weather permitting).  On July 19th, the service 
will be in the Sanctuary with a hymn sing at 9:00 and worship at 9:15.  Join us for a potluck brunch 
after the worship service, plus games and extra fun stuff for the kids! Beverages and table service 
will be provided. Please bring a dish to pass. 
 

The Saturday Night Life Worship is on the first Saturday of the month at 5:00 pm. Maybe that 
day and time is good for you. Give it a try. It is the same uplifting service as the 8:15 am on Sunday 
mornings, with communion. 
 

Thanks to those of you who have been mowing, watering flowers, and other things in and around the church. 
 

Little Lambs of Jesus will be selling popcorn and cookies at the Swingin’ at the Shell again this year.  Please help 
out by donating cookies or other bake goods.  Contact Jenny at 517-629-7699.  This is a big fundraiser for them.  
Please help if you can. 
 
Hope for some summer weather soon; the cold will be here before we know it!  We shouldn't complain; 
God has everything under control, as always. 
 
Keep our sick and shut-ins in your prayers; send a card or call them, they would love it! 
 

Stay cool, enjoy the Fireworks on the fourth, and thank God daily for His many Blessings. 
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Prayer List Updated: July 7, 2026 
 

Homebound 
Ginette Burlingame 
Alice Bush 
Ruth Bussing 
Shirley Claucherty 
Katherine Heidenreich 
Don Hickey 
James Hull 
Charles Krenerick 
Dolores Manthei 
Coral Mason 
Carolyn Rimer 
Peter Smith 
 
Public Servants 
Lindsey Bergeron-Anderla (wife of Michael Anderla)  
Eric Clark 
Sarah Duff (daughter of Dale & Lori Duff) 
Joe Goff (nephew of Heather Shedd) 
Rob Lightfoot (grandson of Cliff & Alice Bush) 
Miranda Seedorf 
Jacob Sommer (grandson of Jean Sommer)  
Jeremy Woods 
 
Sick and Injured 
Susan Abbee (sister of Steve Abbee) 
Pastor Albert Amos 
Barbara Benavidez (friend of Bob Porter) 
George Bryant 
Patricia Bryant 
Amy Cords (niece of Phyllis Hoffman & Karen Cords) 

Dembobe (Milkessa’s 12th grade sister) 
John Deyoe (cousin of Rose Hickey) 
Patricia Faulk (friend of Rose Hickey) 
Danny & Lynette Fowler (cousin of Rose Hickey) 
Bud Fox 
Brian Giffels (cousin of Steve Piske) 
Allen Holtz (friend of Rose Hickey) 
Dan Hooper 
Lori Hooper 
Jim Hunt 
Tae Kim (Korean son of Pastor & LoriRene’) 
Don Larder (father of Chuck Larder) 
Tim Lauer (son of Ken & Sue Lauer) 
Lois (cousin of Phyllis Hoffman) 
Dawn Miller (daughter-in-law of Donna Miller) 
Blake Pauley (brother of LLOJ worker, Mary Pauley) 
Gary Pombier 
Robert Pombier 
Maycee Roberts (friend of Jo Hess) 
Joel Robinson (friend of Jo Hess) 
Bob Sedore (friend of Geyer’s) 
Patty Sprouse (friend of Rose Hickey) 
Ilene Stroebel (aunt of Amy Zerbe) 
Phillip Sumption (husband of Joan Sumption) 
Elizabeth Suprenant, (daughter-in-law of Jack &    
                         Charlotte Sandusky) 
Debbie Torrey (sister of Michelle Slaughter) 
Jim Vanhecke (cousin of Alice Wochholz) 
Kathy Weaver 
Robert Weston (brother of Roger Weston) 
Alice Wochholz 
Trevor Young (friend of Tom Zander) 
Lou Zick 

 

American Red Cross 
Blood Drive at St. Paul 

 

Thursday, August 13, 2026 
12:00 to 5:45 p.m. 

 

There is currently a blood emergency. 
 

Your support is needed more than ever.  
Every donation matters, as blood is  
being distributed to hospitals faster  

than donations are coming in. 
 

 

Please help by donating, even if you have never done it. 

For help making an appointment or for more information, 
call the church office, 517-629-8379. 

Dear St. Paul Lutheran Church, Albion, 
Thank you, for allowing Mr. & Mrs. Shedd to host us for a hotdog 
lunch the Monday of our class trip.  It gave us the energy needed 
as we traveled from Bay City, MI, to St. Louis, MO. 
Thank you for your kind hospitality. 

                                                   
Many Thanks 
St. Paul Lutheran School, Bay City                                               
7th/8th grade class. 

Pastor Dennis Matyas’ 
congregation 

 Our heartfelt sympathy to the family of: 
 

Russell “Rusty” Hull  
who passed away on June 3rd. 

 

Our prayers are with you  
in your time of sorrow. 



July 2026/August 2026  
  
Worship Schedule  
Sunday Life Worship (Not on July 5, 12, & 19) 8:15 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship  (In person & Facebook Live)  (Not on July 5, 12, & 19) 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Special Summer Worship Services (July 5, 12, & 19 only) 9:15 a.m. 
Saturday Life Worship (1st Saturday of the month) 5:00 p.m. 
 
(Holy Communion is offered every Sunday but the 3rd Sunday of the month.) 
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Albion, MI 49224  
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Mission Statement 
Our Mission is to focus 
on the community through Christ. 

HELLO NEIGHBORS! 
We would like to share a copy of our monthly 
newsletter with you.  We invite you to join us 
in any and all events mentioned within. 
 

“Come to me all you who are weary and  
burdened, and I will give you rest.”   

- Spoken by Jesus, Book of Matthew 11:28 


