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HELLO NEIGHBORS! 
We would like to share a copy of our monthly 
newsletter with you.  We invite you to join us 
in any and all events mentioned within. 
 

“Come to me all you who are weary and  
burdened, and I will give you rest.”   

- Spoken by Jesus, Book of Matthew 11:28 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
100 Luther Blvd. 
Albion, MI  49224 

  

Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center 
615 S. Dalrymple St. 

Albion, MI 49224 
517-629-7699 

e-mail: littlelambsofjesus@outlook.com 

 
Chelsea Siedzik, Director/Preschool Teacher            Jenny Woods, Asst. Director 

LITTLE LAMBS OF JESUS PRESCHOOL 
Our qualified staff gives each child a Christian education filled with fun and learning in a  
safe environment, concentrating on your child’s spiritual, social, emotional, and intellectual 
development. Classes are offered to all 3 and 4 year old children. 
Please contact the preschool & childcare center office at 629-7699 for more information. 

 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.’” Matthew 19:14 

 

Pastor Paul Koehn 
Phone: (517) 629-8379 

Fax: (517) 629-8342 
 Emergency /Parsonage:  517-629-5040 



May Birthdays 

1 
2 
3 
6 
8 

10 
13 
19 
21 
23 
25 
27 
31 

Shannon Long 
George Williamson 
Deborah Herwarth 
James Herwarth, Peyton Easterwood 
Carol Corey 
Devin Easterwood 
Gordon Woods 
Harry Martin, Emerson Hurdelbrink 
Bill Harman 
Jefferson Merrild 
Hope Lohrke 
Greg Cook, Mitzi Cook 
Kirsten Hall 

May Anniversaries 

10 
 

17 
25 
26 

Clarence & Mary Ruff 
Kent & Kim Phillips 
Barry & Janet Beilfuss 
James & Dolores Manthei 
Chris & Amanda Easterwood 

Articles, ads, & information for the June issue of 
The Messenger are due at the church  

office no later than May 20. 

Congratulations to Nigel and Alyssa Palmiter 
on the birth of their daughter, Emelia Lee Ann 

on April 16th. 

Eloise is very excited about her new little sister. 
 

Praise the Lord for this special blessing. 

Proposed Weekly Schedule: 
 
 Monday-Thursday – Pastor’s office hours @ 9am – noon, 
              afternoons for visitation or office meetings by appointment. 
 
 Wednesday – Bible Study  6:30pm 
 
  Thursday – Prayer Times:  8:15am – Conference Room, 12:15pm – Parsonage   
 
 Sunday – Informal Worship/Bible study gathering in Luther Hall 8:30 am and 10 am 
                     (call office for planned participation so as to accommodate “distancing”. First come, first served) 
 
 Mid-week Devotionals and Sunday worship with the Words of Institution for home communion 
                     will still be available through Facebook, and YouTube. 

 
May 24 thru  

September 6, 2020 
 
 

                     9:00 a.m. 

             Worship Service 
                           Don’t be late. 

Summer 

Worship 

Time 

Change! 

When regular services resume 

When entering the church, 
Please Remember to: 

 

*Wear a face mask. 
*Keep a safe distance, 6 feet away.  

*Sanitize or wash your hands often. 

Thank you! 



The Lutheran Hour 

Station City, State Freq Band Day Time 

WLCM Charlotte, MI 1390 AM Sun 3:30 AM 

WLCM Charlotte, MI 1390 AM Sun 9:30 AM 

WSRW Grand Rapids, MI 105.7 FM Sun 6:30 AM 

WCSR Hillsdale, MI 92.1 FM Sun 8:30 AM 

WKHM Jackson, MI 970 AM Sun 11:00 AM 

Dear Treasures of the Heavenly Father, 

 
We all have been “shut in” but hopefully not – certainly not – 

“shut up”!  Wow!  What a time!  Unprecedented!  Never be-
fore!  And some are saying, “Never again!”  

 

These are words I hope to never hear again – even if I practice them to a certain degree:  “COVID-19”, “social distanc-
ing”, and “stay-at-home order”.   Those are pretty much “new terms” but I bristle at them.  I like the old words, “Give 

me liberty or give me death!” and “Live free or die!”  I will keep repeating those but let’s make sure we put them in pri-
ority context!  What would that be, you ask?  Good question!  The context of JESUS AND HIS LOVE! 
 

We miss the significance of life if we look at things merely on a physical, material level.  If we view our existence and 

experiences as simply emotional and humanly social, we forfeit the ultimate purpose.  The matters of the last month and 
a half have certainly been loaded with medical and political import but, unless we recognize the spiritual and eternal as-

pects of these times, we squander the Divinely designed goal:  a closer, personal relationship with Jesus! 
 

Just as folks back in Jesus’ time “missed it” so have people through the ages to the present day.  In the physical  and 

material world things come and go.  Stuff happens.  But in God’s scheme of things, nothing happens by accident and 
everything is intended to draw us to Him.  Good times and wonderful things – that we might be in awe of His good-

ness!  Tough times and confusing conditions – that we might call out to Him, recalling the security of His prom-
ises.  Everything is designed by the Sovereign Lord to reunite those created in His image back into a cherished relation-

ship with Him through His Son. 
 

Jesus said of Himself, “I came that you might have LIFE and have it more abundantly.” (Jn. 10:10)  In Him was/is LIFE 

and that LIFE is the LIGHT of mankind.  (Jn. 1: 4) Jesus came and lived and died that we might live freed from the 
domination of sin, death, and the devil.  God’s ordained plan is for us to “stand fast in the liberty with which Christ has 

set us free!” (Gal. 5:1)  That is the desired reality whether we are on our deathbed, locked down in our homes, or in a 
prison, persecuted or terrorized.  There is available to us and to all – but only in Jesus! – a peace that passes under-

standing.  A joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
 

Do you have that?!?!?!  Have you held that through the past 45 days?  You only have that as you have Him – better put, 

as you know/believe He has you!  I have a t-shirt given to me with a favorite saying:  KNOW JESUS KNOW PEACE.  In 
Christ alone we have peace.  To know Him, not just know about Him, is to have a personal relationship with Him.  Per-

sonal relationships at there best look like:  regular, if not, constant communication (remember “pray without ceas-
ing”!?!?) pouring out our heart (holding nothing back) and attentively attuning to the heart of the other (Other!).  It 

looks like living together in a mutually committed relationship, publicly testified to (at least willing to!). 
 

No one is more committed to you than Jesus.  He is committed to your liberty, freedom and peace – both in this world 

and for the next, eternally!  Even though we are “shut in”, we can’t be and would be “shut up”.  We can’t help but speak 
of Jesus and His love.   We are lost and desperate without it but so secure and confident with it.  But the rest of the 

world is the same way, whether or not they realize it.  Our call it to “speak up” and to “speak out” through our living, 
serving, giving and vocalizing that others might not stay “shut in” with shame, fear, and hopelessness.  

 

Freely we have received, freely we give!  Come, Holy Spirit, have Your way here! 
 

Peace and love in Jesus + Pastor Paul Koehn 



Staying CONNECTED during Covid-19 
This is certainly a trying time for all of us and we at St. Paul are doing our best to keep on top of it. We 

know God will get us through all of this. In the meantime, we hope the following info is helpful. 
 

Online Communication:  
Videos of Sunday sermons, and encouraging devotions will be posted on:                                                                                                                                                                                 

Facebook: @StPaulAlbion         YouTube: St. Paul Albion  
 

NEW!!!! DVDs and CDs of the Sunday morning online mini worship services are now available .  
To receive either a DVD to watch on TV or a CD to listen to, please call the church office, 517.629.8379 and request one or the 

other and it will be mailed to you. You will receive the DVD or CD every two weeks with two services on it. No need to call  again. 

Leave a message if no one answers the phone. CD players are also available.  
        

Offering: We encourage everyone to continue giving their tithes and offerings to the Lord during this shutdown. 
 By Mail:  Insert your check into your offering envelope. Insert your offering envelope into a regular mailing envelope.  Address 

and stamp the envelope.   
Mail to: St. Paul Lutheran Church, 100 Luther Blvd, Albion, MI, 49224 

 Cash:  Insert your cash into your offering envelope. Bring your envelope to the church and place it in the mail slot located to 

the left of the Luther Hall entrance doors. It will be safe and secure inside the building. Do Not Mail Cash. 
 

Food Assistance:  
 Senior Citizens:  The City of Albion is providing Food Baskets weekly to those over 60 years of age. St. Paul members who 

would like to receive a basket: call St. Paul, 517.629.8379 no later than noon on Monday. Please leave your name on the answering 

machine. Your basket will be delivered to you on Thursday after 2pm. Dawn Martin will call you to confirm a time. 
             

 Others in need:  The Food Hub of Albion, 112 E. Erie St. will distribute Food Baskets on the 2nd Thursday and 4th Tuesday of 
the month, 5-7pm, and also on the 3rd Tuesday, 4-6pm. This a drive-by distribution. New Hope Church at 13600 28 mile Rd will 

distribute drive-by food baskets on the 4th Saturday of the month, 9am. 
 

Contacting St. Paul: 
  Church Office:  517.629.8379, and leave a message        Pastor Koehn:  517.629.5040                                                                                                                                                             

Elder-approved modified Worship Services/Gatherings 
 
Tough times, tough measures, and tough choices.  Now is the time for leadership and 

discernment.  Lord Jesus, guide us by Your Spirit!   
 

Word and Sacrament ministry will resume in a modified fashion at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church.  It actually has been going on but with major adjustments to the celebration of 

the holy communion and the fellowship that usually accompanies the ministry of the 

Word.  Each one in our family of faith must assume responsibility for their own spiritual well-being – not just for now, but you 
actually do always!  Your faith, its practice, and content is your responsibility.  It is larger and broader if you are heading a 

household and concerned about the spiritual health of those in your family. 
 

I am here to assist you and guide you as invited through your call to be pastor,  that I accepted just a little over a year ago.  You 
have to help me help you, and I am delighted, excited, and looking forward to doing that.  I am available for visitation and minis-

try based on your conscience and comfort level.  Due to the virus threat, some should not come here to the church for minis-
try.  I am willing to come to you – only on the basis of your comfort (perhaps check with other family members, especially if they 

are functioning in a “care-capacity” on your behalf).  I will do all I can to protect myself and those I visit from any contamination 

and value you doing the same on behalf of myself and the rest of the congregation. 
 

Time with singing, prayer, and inter-active sermon/Bible study in Luther Hall will begin on Sunday, May 5.  Two gatherings are 
available.  I ask you to call the church office and leave a message if you plan to participate.  As we want to limit the size of any 

gathering to about 10 persons and will spread out safe distances in Luther Hall, please indicate if you would like to attend at 8:30 
am or 10 am.  Each gathering will cover similar material and last about one hour.  As needed, we can also have a similar format 

for Wednesday evening, starting May 8, if there is interest. 
 

Continue to “let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly” through the various means available.  Have patience. Bear with me as I 
seek to navigate and lead in ways that are unfamiliar to all of us.  God will guide us!  Keep on praying, “Come, Holy Spirit, have 

Your way here!” 

                                       Peace and love in Jesus + Pastor Paul Koehn 



Roving Reporter 
 

There is not much to report for the Roving Reporter this month. The church office is still closed. Call the office and 
leave a message if there is something you need; or call Pastor Paul at home. 
 

39 people came to the Special Voters’ Assembly on April 5th. It was held in the parking lot with everyone staying in 
their cars. The motion for a special allotment from the Endowment to pay the employees from Little Lambs for April 
and May was approved by an unanimous vote. Thanks to all who attended and voted for this. 
 

I want to give a special thank you to Harry and Dawn Martin, Royal Ward, Pastor Koehn, Brad Shedd, and Dale Duff 
for getting the Lenten and Easter messages and music on Facebook. I hope a lot of people saw them, and it helped 
get them through Easter when they could not go to church. I enjoyed them very much. Also, thanks to Jenny Woods 
for her beautiful selection of hymns and music she puts on the St. Paul Facebook page every day. I was able to sing 
some of my favorite Easter songs along with the music. 
 

Thanks to those of you who have been getting your weekly offerings to the Church. The expenses go on even when 
the Church is closed. Keep them coming! 
 

Pray for this Coronavirus to end soon. Stay well and safe. 

 

 
News from Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center 
 
Greetings from the Center, 
 

  I obviously don’t have a lot to say about what’s happening at the Center, since we’ve been closed 

for 5 weeks thus far. I know many of us don’t like it, but we will follow the best practices and advice 
of those in charge and remain closed until further notice. 
 

  I’d like to thank you, the congregation, for voting unanimously to continue to pay our staff for the 

foreseeable future during this Covid crisis. This says a great deal about the trust and love you have 
for the mission and ministry of Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center! Thank you so very much. 
 

  We have done several things to stay connected to our families. We have sent home several packets of “to do” stuff, we con-

nect weekly via ZOOM meetings on the internet, and we pray for them daily. We are also connecting with staff via ZOOM on 
Tuesdays. ZOOM is an internet app that allows you to “meet and see and talk” with several people all at once. ONLY the people 

who have been given the proper information can meet in this group. It’s worked out well to keep us together, if only for a little 
while. Modern technology. It can be amazing!! 
 

  The multi-purpose room addition is sooo close to being done. The brickwork on the parking lot side is 95% complete as of this 

writing. It looks great! When this Covid stuff is over, the detail work will take just a few hours, and it’s done! We will announce 
a grand open house as soon as it’s possible to do so.   
 

  If you’ve taken time to clean out closets, cupboard, garages, etc....save your stuff! We will be having our huge indoor sale as 

soon as it is safe to do so. With all that’s happened, we will need the funds from this now more than ever.  Stay tuned for a 
date.  
 

  Finally, I’ll end with this. None of this virus has been easy for anyone. Absolutely no one. Some 

definitely harder than others. But through all of this, when I get the “pity party blues,” and I get 
them occasionally, I always know GOD is in control. I’ve always known who was going to see 

me through. He has, He can, and He will. Trust that.  
 

                                                      In Christ, Jenny 

Board members, 

Thank you so very much for the diaper donation to the Caring Closet 
at Caring Community Church. We know that God will use these to 

bless so many families in their time of need! We are very blessed by 
you.            

                     Thank you again, Molly, Maryssa, and Amanda 



St. Paul Lutheran Church Congregation, 

The words to write this card didn’t come easily to 
me at first, because this current state of emer-

gency we are living in seems too unreal still! 
I could never put enough words in this card to 

express my gratitude for the humble generosity 
of the congregation! 

Thank you soo much for the generous donation 
to cover payroll for several weeks during this 

time! 

As the director, it’s my job to worry and take care 
of all aspects of the Center, the staff, the kids, 

their families, the building . . .etc. To know that 
you are there to back us up and help take care of 

us is so humbling. Thank you for relieving a lot of 
stress for my staff and myself during this time! 

“I can do all things through Him who 
strengthens me.”   Philippians 4:13 

 

   Chelsea Siedzik, Director of  

Little Lambs of Jesus 

Dear St. Paul congregation, 

Thank you for your continued support of Little 
Lambs, its staff and ministry. Over and over 

again, you say “YES” to our wants and needs. 
Your most recent “YES” was to pay wages during 

Covid 19. I am honored and blessed to 
be a part of this congregation. To God 

be all the glory! You are amazing. 
What a mighty God we serve! 

    Jenny Woods 

To the board of LLOJ and the entire congregation 

of St. Paul, 
I want to personally thank all of you who have ex-

tended the paychecks to all who have been work-
ing at the Center. 

The young people who work so diligently at the 
Center with the children really appreciate it! As do 

I, as one of the “older” workers. I am completing 

my career working at the best job ever!☺ 

We all appreciate your thoughtfulness at this rather 

trying time. We will be anxious to 

get back to work as soon as it is 
safely possible! 

    Sincerely, Sue Lauer, 3 yr old preschool 

ThankThankThank   yous yous yous fromfromfrom   ourourour   LittleLittleLittle   Lambs Lambs Lambs workersworkersworkers: 

Dear St. Paul congregation, 

I’m sending a HUGE “Thank You” your way for 
funding our payroll during our COVID-19 shut-

down! Most of our young ladies at Little Lambs 
are single and rely on a paycheck every two 

weeks. What an awesome way to show them 
(us) how much they are valued and appreciated! 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
Don’t get me wrong, I sincerely ap-

preciate my pay as well. I simply 

worry about the other gals more than 
myself! 

Can’t wait until we are all together again and 
worshipping in our beautiful sanctuary instead of 

our living rooms via the internet. 
            God bless, and thank you again! 

                 Love, Kim Phillips 

May the Lord continue to bless your 

congregation. May His blessings be 
poured richly into your lives. Thank you 

St. Paul congregation for being so in-
credibly generous. 

    Love and blessings, Missy 

Dear St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for providing us with income 
during this time. It is much appreciated. 
My husband is out of work right now and doesn’t 
know when he will go back. So thank you so very 

much, this helps out greatly. 
 

    Thank you, Salena Emery 

Thank you St. Paul congregation for 

being so incredibly generous. We’re 
so in awe of the support you are pro-

viding the employees at the daycare. 
Many of us wouldn’t be able to meet the needs 

of our household if it wasn’t for all your amazing 
support! We’re very thankful and grateful for 

each and every one of you! 
    God Bless, 

Christina, Clystia, & Caitlyn Robbins 



Prayer List—Updated: April 28, 2020 
 

Homebound 
Fred Bartel 
Ruth Bussing 
Bill Harman 
Charles Krenerick 
Hope Lohrke 
Lorraine Posenke 
Joyce Shrontz 
                                                   
Public Servants 
Ben Bearman 
Justin Beck 
Lindsey Bergeron-Anderla (wife of Michael Anderla)  
Eric Clark 
Victor Cortez (nephew of Jessica Merrild) 
Rob Lightfoot (grandson of Cliff & Alice Bush) 
Devan Paugh (grandson of Thomas & Suzanne Paugh) 
Miranda Seedorf 
R.J. Spanninga (son-in-law of Dale & Lori Duff) 
Lisa & Ben Wilson (sister and b-i-l of Valerie Matyas) 
Jeremy Woods 
 
Other Prayer Requests: 
John and Jan Shedd 
 

 

Sick and Injured 
Stan Abbee (father of Steve Abbee) 
Sandy Anderson (friend of Jo Hess)  
Craig Carrel (owner of Team 1 Plastics)  
Julie Cummins (friend of Dar Corey) 
David Dalton (son-in-law of Amy Zerbe) 
Dawn Dennis (friend of Cancer support Group) 

Steve Dixon (friend of Casey Merrild) 
Sheila Eberts (cousin of Barbara Slaughter) 
Matt Floyd (father of Sebastian & Alexander) 
Robert Haeske (son of Bill & Lois Haeske) 
Gerald Harwell (son-in-law of Sandi Mauntel) 
Brenda Heisler 
Jim & Deb Herwarth 
Jamie Houghtenling (friend of Joyce Holtz family) 
Marilyn Kniburys (friend of Sue Clark)  
Sandy Lake (friend of Beth Williamson) 
Tim Lauer 
Carol Lauterbach 
Teresa Lyon (daughter of Karen Cords) 
Kyle Meyers (cousin of Alyssa Palmiter) 
Christiana Mia (sister-in-law of Candace Nash) 
Paula Miller 
Loide Olson (wife of Pastor Olson) 
Shanna Pollman 
Bruce Rapp (friend of Beth Williamson) 
Carolyn Rimer 
Jennifer Rogers (friend of Diane Shuster) 
David Saldana 
Bradley Schultz (nephew of Char Sandusky) 
Bill & Carole Sharrar (brother & sister-in-law of  
                                    Jim & Gloria Hunt) 
Barbara Slaughter 
Shirley Smith 
Richard Stroebel (father of Amy Zerbe) 
Phillip Sumption (husband of Joan Sumption) 
Susan (sister of Beth Williamson) 
Sue Taylor (niece of Wilma Bahr) 
Jim Wilson 

   Our heartfelt sympathy to the families of: 
 

   Marjorie Shedd, who passed away on 
April 18th.  Marjorie is one of our newest 
members and the mother of John Shedd. 

 

Carol Posey,  sister of Irma Piske and former 
member of St. Paul, who passed away on April 15th. 

 

  Our prayers are with you in your time of sorrow. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 BORROW A PUZZLE 
 

The Church Library has a selection of 

puzzles for you to borrow.  
 

Contact the church office to pick one up. 

NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN 

Want to be on a board?? 
 

Nominations are open for positions 
on all of the boards, and the officer positions of:   

Vice President, Treasurer, 3 Assistant Treasurers, and 
Financial Secretary.  

Please turn all nominations in to the church office by 
May 3, 2020. 

Helping Hand Hub Box Program 
 

Come to the Albion Food Hub, 

112 E. Erie St. to receive FREE food 

on the 2nd Thursday and 4th Tuesday 
of each month, 5 p.m. —7 p.m. 

And also on the 3rd Tuesday, 4 p.m.—6 p.m. 
 

To volunteer, or for more information, please contact  
Laura at 517-629-3343. 

 

This is a Fresh Food distribution provided by Albion Food Hub, 
local organizations, and South Michigan Food Bank. 

Another new day added!! 

CLEAN YOUR CLOSETS! 
TACKLE THE GARAGE! 

EMPTY YOUR CUPBOARDS!  
 

The date of the Annual Rummage  

Sale will be set later. 
 

Please collect and save your clean, useable stuff to be 
donated to our sale. 

 

Proceeds will go to Little Lambs of Jesus. 



May 2020 
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Please Recycle  
 

Mission Statement 
Our Mission is to focus on the community through Christ. 
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THE CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED 

most of the time, but we check in 

from time to time. Please call and 

leave a message, we will get back to 

you as soon as we can.  517-629-8379  

Thank you! 


