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HELLO NEIGHBORS!
We would like to share a copy of our monthly
newsletter with you. We invite you to join us
in any and all events mentioned within.

Little Lambs of Jesus
Preschool & Childcare

St. Paul
Lutheran Church

“Come to me all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest.”
- Spoken by Jesus, Book of Matthew 11:28

Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center
615 S. Dalrymple St.
Albion, MI 49224
517-629-7699
e-mail: littlelambsofjesus@outlook.com
Chelsea Siedzik, Director/Preschool Teacher

Jenny Woods, Asst. Director

LITTLE LAMBS OF JESUS PRESCHOOL
Our qualified staff gives each child a Christian education filled with fun and learning in a
safe environment, concentrating on your child’s spiritual, social, emotional, and intellectual
development. Classes are offered to all 3 and 4 year old children.
Please contact the preschool & childcare center office at 629-7699 for more information.
“Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.’” Matthew 19:14

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
February Birthdays
1
3
5
7
8
9
11
13
14
15
20
24
25
27

Roger Weston
Becky Ericson
James Hull
Chuck Miller, Makenzie Scanlon
Dorothy Shelters
Gerry Schultz, Zaden Hooker
Lois Haeske, Candie Boehlke-Nash
Donna Shelton, Diane Shuster
Michelle Slaughter
Ashlee Tanner
Gavin Tanner
Mercedes Perry
Rose Hickey, Maci Pollman
Cheryl Zick

February 6, 13, 20, & 27 ..................... Kid-to-Kid Shop
February 2, 9, 16, & 23 ............... Women’s Bible Study
February 4, 11, 18, & 25 ........................... Prayer Time
..............................................Foundations of Freedom
February 17 ............... Ash Wednesday Worship Service
February 20 .................................. Newsletter Deadline
February 21 ...................................... Voters’ Assembly
February 24 ........................................ Lenten Worship

While in the church,
Please Remember to:
*Wear a face mask.
*Keep a safe distance, 6 feet away.
*Sanitize or wash your hands often.
Thank you!

February Anniversaries
14 Jim Nash & Candie Boehlke-Nash
28 Harry & Dawn Martin
Articles, ads & information for the March
issue of The Messenger are due at the
church office no later than February 20.

To two, new officer and board member appointees!
John Shedd has been appointed as our new Treasurer.
Stacy Gatz has been appointed to the
Board of Early Childcare.
Thank you, John and Stacy for generously lending
your time and talents to St. Paul!

Open Saturdays
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Gently used, clean kids clothes sizes 0-16
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 100 Luther Blvd, Albion
We accept donations of good, clean, children’s items.
Thursdays 9-11am, & Saturdays 10am-2pm.

Office hours may vary, please call the office
at 517-629-8379 to make sure we’re open
before you come in. Thank you!

Please pick up your 2021
offering envelopes at
the back of the church.

SAVE YOUR STUFF!!!
Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center is having
their annual sale. Mark your calendars for Sunday, May 2.
That is when you can start bringing in all of your
used goodies you no longer need.
We will hold the sale on Wednesday - Friday of that week.
Stay tuned for more details. By the way,
THERE REALLY ISN'T MUCH WE WON'T TRY TO SELL!!
Thanks! Questions? Ask Jenny!

Dear to the Heart of God – You are!
Things might end up looking quite white in February, but undoubtedly we will see a
lot of red too. It shouldn’t be the “seeing red” as in anger – there was plenty of that
related to the politics of the last three-plus months! This shortest month of the year
provides the celebration of the sweetest of days, namely, Valentine’s Day. Think of
all those hearts, and flowers, and candies, and cards, and CHOCOLATE!!!!!
And oh, if we knew the love of God for His creation and especially for the creatures created in His own image – human
beings! “God so loved the world . . .” He not only loved, but He still loves us – every one of us (even those you dislike!) He wasn’t satisfied with us being in His image from His design, but He wants to be close to you, to me, to us! Our
sins have separated us from God but not from His love. Our thoughts, words, deeds, and choices have shown a lack of
love for the One who loves us most and best. Still, unthwarted and unwavering in His love for us, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. That is the completing thought of John 3:16 that God so loved the world that He gave His
only-begotten Son . . . God showed His love for us in Jesus and His crucifixion (see Romans 5:8.) Forgiven, we are even
more to Him – “See how great a love the Father has for us that we should be called the children of God and that is what
we are!!!” (I John 3:1)
Love is a powerful thing. Even faulty human love has caused individuals to make great sacrifices and exert incredible
energy. Sometimes that is wholesome, and other times it can be a selfish and destructive passion. God’s love is always
genuine and unselfish, and it is also powerful and transforming. The Psalmist says, “Your loving-kindness is better than
life!” (Ps. 63:3.) Lives are changed by God’s love.
There is a story of a teenage girl who was fleeing her country, hoping for a better life. In a refugee camp, she came to
know of Jesus and the incredible love God demonstrated in Jesus’ life and teaching. She was so touched and changed
that she returned to her homeland with a passion to share that same love with her beloved family. Initially, they rejected her, but she didn’t stop loving them and communicated in deed and words God’s love for them. She took the
message of Jesus and His love to neighboring towns and remote villages in her country. She was scolded by her family,
threatened by police and government forces, but love caused her to press on. Eventually, her father and another family
and then her father on his deathbed came to know the peace that God’s love brings. She continued to bring hope to
those distant people, and then she had the privilege and honor of knowing the human love that helps us grasp a small
glimpse of God’s love – she met and married a tender, Godly man, and they were blessed with a child.
May the love of our Heavenly Father – God, and that of our heavenly Bridegroom – Jesus, help us to know we are part of
the ultimate, eternal family, and we can contribute to the growth of that family in conjunction with the Holy Spirit, Who
is God’s love poured out into our hearts (Rom. 5:5) and overflowing to those around us!
In Jesus’ peace and love + Pastor Paul Koehn
PS – Let that love show it is working in you by your worship of the God of love
and your service to those He loves – everybody!!!!

5th Sunday Fellowship ...
Join us for our Virtual Worship Service!
Was held on Sunday, January 31st at 6pm.
Sermon Provided by: Pastor Donald Phillips
Let us come together safely and virtually and Praise God together!
Just enter this link to watch the service any time:
https://youtu.be/TKRWppgTHXs

A Memorial Service for Vera Koehn
will be held on Saturday, February 6 @ 11:00 am
at St. Paul Lutheran Church.
A luncheon will be served after the service
for those who would like to join us.

Lenten Services
6:30pm in the sanctuary
Our theme for Lent 2021 is
THE WAY OF THE CROSS
A way, as in a path, is to be walked or
traveled. The cross is the ultimate demonstration of God’s love. It is more than a
symbol, it represents love in action (since
love is not simply a feeling!) Jesus served
us and saved us by doing. What He did, He invites us to do. His
work of our salvation – “It is finished,” but our work is that others
might know that salvation continues and advances as we walk
“the way of the cross.”
Ash Wednesday – Feb. 17 – Fasting—Not “IF,” Rather “When!”
Text: Matthew 6:16-18
Lent #1 – Feb. 24 – Praying—His Will not Ours
Text: Matthew 6:5, 10
Lent #2 – * Mar. 3 – Giving—Sacrificing Self to Save Others
Text: Matthew 6:1-4

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
February 17, 2021
6:30pm in the sanctuary
Imposition of Ashes will start at
6:15 p.m. and continue through
the 1st hymn.

CALHOUN COUNTY 65+
CAN CALL TO SCHEDULE
COVID-19 VACCINE APPOINTMENT
Calhoun County residents age 65 years and older, who
want to get the COVID-19 vaccine, can call 269-441-0912
to schedule an appointment.
Due to high call volumes, we ask that
callers leave a message and should
expect a call back within 36 hours.

Lent #3 – * Mar. 10 – Loving—Sticking It Out to the End
Text: John 13:1; 14:23; 15:13
Lent #4 – Mar. 17 – Serving—Dealing with the Dirt; Ours,
then Theirs
Text: John 13:3-11
Lent #5 – Mar. 24 – Mentoring—Teaching by Example
Text: John 13:12-17
Palm Sunday – Mar. 28 – Presenting—Stepping Out, Not
Shying Away
Text: Mark 11:1-11
Maundy Thursday – Apr. 1 – Communing—Coming Closer
Text: Mark 14:12, 22-26
Good Friday – Apr. 2 – Dying—That Others Might Live
Text: Mark 15:37-39
Resurrection/Easter Sunday – Apr. 4 – Rising—To New Life
and to Glory Text: Mark 16:1-8
(time to be announced later)
* Pastor away, elders leading service.
Come and worship! In peace and love in Jesus + Pastor Paul

Helping Hand Hub Box Program
Come to the Albion Food Hub,
112 E. Erie St. to receive FREE food on the
2nd Thursday, 3rd Tuesday, and 4th Tuesday of each
month, 4 p.m. till gone.
This is a Fresh Food distribution provided
by Albion Food Hub, local organizations,
and South Michigan Food Bank.

COLLEGE STUDENT
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
IS AVAILABLE
If you are a college student and an active member
of St. Paul, you may be eligible for the
College Book Scholarship or the Memorial Gift.
Pick up application forms from the church office.
Eligibility requirements are listed on the forms.
Application deadline is February 15th.

CAN YOU IDENTIFY
THIS GENTLEMAN?
The District Archive has a large photo portrait that appears to be from the 1940s or
1950s. There is no photo identification. If
you can identify this individual, please contact Barbara Laughlin-Adler, District Archivist, at archives@michigandistrict.org.

Voters’ Assembly
Sunday, February 21, 2021
11:00 a.m. (right after church)
Join us for this meeting where we will vote on
the 2021 Budget and other important matters.
All confirmed members of St. Paul may attend.
Information packets are available in the
narthex (sanctuary lobby.)

News from the Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center
Greetings from the Center:
We are very excited to have made it through the entire month of January without any Covid
closures! Yahoo!
The new year is really off to a great start. We have enrolled a few new families and a new parttime employee. All things we have been praying for.
We have been putting our fundraiser\donation money to great use. We purchased many items for
our special needs children as well as new baby dolls with accessories. We also bought lots of new
fine motor manipulatives for the rooms too. We are praying this year will allow us to do more fundraisers as we have
tons of ideas and plans. Keep saving those Family Fare - Direct Your Dollar receipts as the money those generate is so
awesome to have.
Preschool is going well in spite of losing a few 4-year-old kids. The parents had a variety of reasons, and we respect
their decisions. The children are working hard on number and letter recognition and 100's of other things. We hope they
are able to finish the year without any more closures!
We completed our 2021 budget, and it awaits final approval from the congregation this month. We tried to be realistic
in our growth and our numbers. May God direct the rest.
Okay, now for the moment we have been waiting a loooong time for! Drum roll, please?
Our new multi-purpose
room is officially 100 % licensed and ready for use! Can we get an amen? It was almost 2 years ago that we had a vision. That vision had us talking to the LLOJ board. With prayers and their permission, we contacted Mike from Slaughter
Construction to help with this vision. With his support and knowledge, we asked YOU, the St. Paul congregation for the
financial blessings. That was received with overwhelming love. Months went by, and things just kept chugging along. Hit
several snags along the way with some major plumbing issues and general construction stuff. Got through that. Covid
hit, which slowed down a few things, especially since we were closed from April-June. Got through that. Moving on from
there, all construction that was contracted for was totally complete in the early fall. We have spent the past several
months trying to get ALL of the licensing things in place so we could actually start using the room. This office told us we
needed to do this. The next office said it wasn't necessary. But this office said it was.....and on and on and on. Finally,
months later, feeling we were finally ready, Ms. Chelsea, our director, called for the final inspection. Our consultant came
on Friday, January 29. And lo and behold, what did we find out? Some of the paperwork we had been trying to get for
over 5 months, wasn't really needed after all. I kid you not. However, she passed our addition with absolutely no issues,
and we were found in total compliance throughout the entire center! This is incredible. Kudos to our entire staff on jobs
well done. All the pressure, sweat, anxiety, frustration (and money) is gone. But, we now have a beautiful addition to
our center and ministry. Many thanks and lots of love to Mike, our board, all of the special contractors, the voting congregation of St. Paul, and most of all God, for making this "pie in the sky" vision a reality for Little Lambs. Jesus will be
proclaimed in that room. We have great plans for this addition and are excited to use it. Stay tuned for an Open House
invitation we hope to have soon.
I end this letter with a happy heart and mucho excitement for what lies ahead for our center and families. I add this as
well; please continue to pray for our little lambs. Pray that they can hear, learn, and feel all of the love
that Jesus has for them. In a world that is trying to lead us into darkness, let their lights shine for HIM!
In Christ, Jenny

Roving Reporter
Has anyone gotten the Covid vaccine yet? I am on the call list but as of this writing, I have not been given an
appointment. I sure hope it helps stop the spread. We will still have to be careful, wear a mask, social distance,
and wash and sanitize hands often. Someday soon I hope we can get back to normal.
College student financial assistance is available through the college Book Scholarship or the Memorial
Fund. Call the Church office for more info. Deadline is February 15.
If you are sick or hospitalized, let the Church know. We like to send cards and pray for you.
The 2021 offering envelopes and the 2020 financial statements are at the back of the Church. Pick yours up.
The Voters’ Assembly will be on Sunday, February 21st at 11:00 a.m. (right after the church service.) Please plan to
attend and vote on important decisions concerning St. Paul.
Ash Wednesday is February 17. See this newsletter for info about all of the Lenten season activities.

Prayer List—Updated: February 2, 2021

Kathy Matthews (sister-in-law of Candie Boehlke-Nash)
Diane Chapman McCombs
Doug Miller
Paula Miller
Jim Nash
Kara Newsome (friend of Dawn & Harry Martin)
Loide Olson (wife of Pastor Olson)
Joe Patterson
Paul Pollman (brother of Doug Pollman)
Carolyn Rimer
David Saldana
Bradley Schultz
Gerry Schultz
David & Faye Scoggins (brother of Dar Corey)
Bill & Carole Sharrar (brother & sister-in-law of
Jim & Gloria Hunt)
Mike Slaughter
Tyler Smith (grandson of Bill & Lois Haeske)
Stan Sommer
Ila Storrer (mom of Heather Shedd)
Ilene Stroebel (aunt of Amy Zerbe)
Phillip Sumption (husband of Joan Sumption)
Sue Taylor (niece of Wilma Bahr)
Jim & Doretta Wilson
Trevor Young (friend of Tom Zander)

Homebound
Fred Bartel
Ruth Bussing
Charles Krenerick
Lorraine Posenke
Joyce Shrontz
Public Servants
Ben Bearman
Justin Beck
Lindsey Bergeron-Anderla (wife of Michael Anderla)
Joshua Boel (son-in-law of Pastor & LoriRene’)
Eric Clark
Victor Cortez (nephew of Jessica Merrild)
Sarah Duff (daughter of Dale & Lori Duff)
Rob Lightfoot (grandson of Cliff & Alice Bush)
Miranda Seedorf
Jeremy Woods
Sick and Injured
Hani Atkins (granddaughter of friend of Candie Boehlke-Nash)
Julie Cummins (friend of Dar Corey)
Bill Eagen
Sheila Eberts
Nancy Elser (cousin of Heather Shedd)
Bill Haeske
Brenda Heisler
Sheryl Hunt
Jim & Deb Herwarth
Jim Manthei

Other Prayer Requests:
Lexie Brown
Stephanie Davis
Dear College Memorial Gift Scholarship Committee:
Thank you for honoring me with the scholarship funds. I
am grateful and excited that I have received this honor. I
am appreciative of your support.

Our heartfelt sympathy to the families of:
Lloyd Finkell who passed away on January 1.
Blythe (Waddell) Leer who passed away on
January 4. Blythe is a former member of St. Paul
and the daughter of Rev. Dr. James & Lisa
Waddell, pastor of St. Paul from 1997 to 2007.
Ed Blodgett, step-father of Dave McKinney, Sue Clark, &
Linda Clark, and brother-in-law of Rosemary Blodgett
who passed away on January 6.
Carol Lauterbach, mother of Lynda Hunter and former
member of St. Paul who passed away on January 15th.
Kent Farmer, former member of St. Paul who passed
away on January 14th.
Ken Gill, a friend of many St. Paul members
who passed away on January 13th.
Vera Koehn who passed away on February 1st.
Our prayers are with you in your time of sorrow.

Dear Book Scholarship Committee:
Thank you, so much, for the generous book
scholarship money. College is very expensive, the
money I received will help me achieve my goals.
Sincerely, Spencer Zick
Thank you very much for supporting
our Adopt–a-Student Scholarship
Program with your donation. Our students
really appreciate the help.
John Richert, Director of Donor Relations
Concordia University, Ann Arbor, MI
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone for their thoughts and prayers,
Pastor Paul, help, phone calls, along with
helping with meals during my recent illness.

I would also like to thank Pastor Paul and
crew for coming and cleaning up a tree that had recently
fallen in my yard.
Nancy Lutzke
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St. Paul Lutheran Church

February 2021
Worship Schedule

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Bible Study
Ash Wednesday Worship, February 17
Lenten Worship, February 24

10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

(Holy Communion is offered every Sunday except the 3rd Sunday of the month.)

Mission Statement
Our Mission is to focus on the community through Christ.
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