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HELLO NEIGHBORS!
We would like to share a copy of our monthly
newsletter with you. We invite you to join us
in any and all events mentioned within.

Little Lambs of Jesus
Preschool & Childcare

St. Paul
Lutheran Church

“Come to me all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest.”
- Spoken by Jesus, Book of Matthew 11:28

Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center
615 S. Dalrymple St.
Albion, MI 49224
517-629-7699
e-mail: littlelambsofjesus@outlook.com
Chelsea Siedzik, Director/Preschool Teacher

Jenny Woods, Asst. Director

LITTLE LAMBS OF JESUS PRESCHOOL
Our qualified staff gives each child a Christian education filled with fun and learning in a
safe environment, concentrating on your child’s spiritual, social, emotional, and intellectual
development. Classes are offered to all 3 and 4 year old children.
Please contact the preschool & childcare center office at 629-7699 for more information.
“Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.’” Matthew 19:14

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
March Birthdays
2 Rosemary Blodgett, Bud Fox,
Alice Wochholz
3 Tom Zander
4 Aaron Miller
5 Sarah Siscoe
7 Dagmar McKinney
9 Greg Cagnon
10 Carolyn Fox
13 April Ericson
15 Lorraine Posenke
18 Ashton Easterwood
20 James Wilson, Kent Phillips
21 Cindy Geyer, Sydney Downey
24 Virginia Wilson, Charles Krenerick,
Hilary Clark
27 Barry Beilfuss
30 Jeremy Woods, Madilynn Chamberlain
March Anniversaries
12
16
17
29

David & Dagmar McKinney
Jack & Charlotte Sandusky
Robert & Cathy Porter Sr.
James & Deborah Herwarth I

March 3, 10, 17, 24 ............................. Lenten Worship
March 13 ........ Spring Forward-move your clocks ahead
March 20 ......................................Newsletter Deadline
...........................................................Spring Begins!
March 28 ................................................ Palm Sunday

Lenten Services
6:30pm in the sanctuary
Our theme for Lent 2021 is
THE WAY OF THE CROSS
A way, as in a path, is to be walked or
traveled. The cross is the ultimate demonstration of God’s love. It is more than a
symbol, it represents love in action (since love is not simply a feeling!) Jesus served us and saved us by doing. What He did, He
invites us to do. His work of our salvation – “It is finished,” but
our work is that others might know that salvation continues and
advances as we walk “the way of the cross.”
Lent #2 – * Mar. 3 – Giving—Sacrificing Self to Save Others
Text: Matthew 6:1-4 John Shedd
Lent #3 – * Mar. 10 – Loving—Sticking It Out to the End
Text: John 13:1; 14:23; 15:13 Dale Duff
Lent #4 – Mar. 17 – Serving—Dealing with the Dirt; Ours,
then Theirs
Text: John 13:3-11
Lent #5 – Mar. 24 – Mentoring—Teaching by Example
Text: John 13:12-17

DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME BEGINS
DON’T FORGET TO
MOVE YOUR
CLOCKS FORWARD!

Saturday Night
March 13th
Happy Birthday
Alice Wochholz
3/2/1941
Please help us celebrate her 80th
birthday by sending cards to:
817 Irwin Avenue
Albion, MI 49224
Articles, ads & information for the April
issue of The Messenger are due at the church
office no later than March 20.

Palm Sunday – Mar. 28 – Presenting—Stepping Out, Not
Shying Away
Text: Mark 11:1-11
Maundy Thursday – Apr. 1 – Communing—Coming Closer
Text: Mark 14:12, 22-26
Good Friday – Apr. 2 – Dying—That Others Might Live
Text: Mark 15:37-39
Resurrection/Easter Sunday – Apr. 4 – Rising—To New Life
and to Glory Text: Mark 16:1-8
(time to be announced later)
*Pastor away, elders leading service.
Come and worship! In peace and love in Jesus + Pastor Paul

Office hours may vary, please call the office
at 517-629-8379 to make sure we’re open
before you come in. Thank you!
While in the church,
Please Remember to:
*Wear a face mask.
*Keep a safe distance, 6 feet away.
*Sanitize or wash your hands often. Thank you!

Dear Saints from St. Paul (and other places!), but Saints only
through our Savior, Jesus Christ!
It seems that Winter is beginning to give way to Spring! At a
certain point every winter, the season seems long, and while we
love a little snow for a “white Christmas,” nearly no one is sad to
see Winter retreat and concede to springtime. So “what does this mean?” – to ask that good, old question, put forward by
Martin Luther way back in the early 1500s in his Small Catechism. What is the spiritual significance of changing seasons? And particularly from Winter to Spring?
Winter is a “rest” time for the land, for trees, and, only to a certain degree, for farmers! But now is the time to make preparations for the “awakening”! There is an emerging urgency promoted by longer days, more daylight, warmer temperatures,
the return of migrating birds, etc. There are nest building and “den preparation” for deer to birth fawns. For our livelihood,
those farmers are prepping machinery, planning crop rotations, and readying seed to plant. How about us as “Jesus followers?” Are we preparing for a needed, desired harvest? It might be a ways off, but if we desire that harvest to be had,
we best prepare to sow that we might one day reap!
This winter season has only added to the slowdown of the past 11 months that have included “shut down. ” But God has
never stopped working, and He is certainly now and constantly inviting us to join Him in His work. What is His work? One
time people asked Jesus, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” Jesus responded, “This is the work of
God: that you believe in the One He has sent.” Jesus is the One God sent – “God so loved the world that He gave His
only-begotten Son . . .” God’s work is to nurture faith in us and all that He has provided the Savior, that “whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
The spiritual significance of this time and season is preparation to sow the seed of faith that there might be an abundant
harvest of souls secured in the eternal barns/granaries of heaven. Now is the time for us to recognize that new life will
emerge. Things that have seemed dead are about to burst into the growth of revitalized life. Oh, the need of the hearts of
people to be cultivated by loving, caring people who will then sow the seed of God’s Word into those lives that are spiritually dead or dormant! So many men and women, boys, and girls are like fallow ground – spiritually dead and unprepared
to receive the life-giving seed of the Gospel, the message of Jesus. It is that message that is hopefully getting extra attention in our churches as we progress through the season of Lent. Yet do folks even realize the season? Do they know that
we are focusing on Jesus and the cross, where He died to save us all, where all sin was addressed and forgiven, though
only those who believe it receive that forgiveness and its benefits?
Are you prepped and ready to do your part? Where is your “field,” your sphere of influence? Who among your family and
friends needs the fallow (dormant, inactive) ground of their hearts tilled with a message that reminds us of our weakness
and failures, that is our sin? But we aren’t out to condemn anyone, rather to surface sin that saving grace might be applied
as the seed of the message of Jesus is planted that faith might grow.
Let’s venture out with new spiritual growth ourselves in this Spring (Lent really means “Spring” or springtime!). Lord, make
us sowers of Your Good News that in due time there might be a harvest of souls liberated from the hardness of
sin, softened with grace, green and growing with faith in Jesus!
Peace and love in Him + Pastor Paul Koehn

With Loving Appreciation
ONE MORE TIME – THANK YOU! From LoriRene’
and myself, on behalf of my mother, thank you for
your outpouring of love, support and encouragement
over the 19 months we shared Vera with you here in
Albion. We are still getting cards and uplifting words
and stories of how she blessed others, and you are
blessing us. Our culminating gathering to offer praise
to the Lord for her life will be Saturday, April 10, at
11am CST in Lakeville, MN, at Messiah Lutheran
Church. Her remains will be interred alongside my
father’s at Fort Snelling National Cemetery in Minneapolis. We are so comforted by the truth of our Christian faith and are recalling with thanksgiving to God
for the generosity and service of her life to share the
love and promises of Jesus. Thank you again for your
partnership!
+ Pastor Paul

AMA Community Lenten Fellowship Zoom Meetings
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 2021, 12:00 PM
Join us for our annual services on Wednesdays at Noon.
Just click the link below or input the Meeting ID and
the Passcode when prompted.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89081470749?
pwd=bW9TQ3BGdXBYVkFSaEJOajdQNzFkUT09
Meeting ID: 890 8147 0749
Passcode: 552794
Rev. Donald L. Phillips III, President
The Albion Ministerial Association (AMA)

Pastor Koehn will be on vacation March 3-13.
The office will be open, you can call us if you have any
problems or questions. The elders will be leading some
of the Wednesday night Lenten services.

News from Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center
Greetings from the Center,
We are tickled to pieces that we had the new multi-purpose room open and ready to use when we had all the
cold and nasty weather. The kids absolutely love running around, playing games, doing an obstacle course, and
much more. We have put all of the Amazon items that you all so generously donated to us to great use. You
have no idea how much we appreciate all the support. We will begin to brainstorm other ways to use the space
and hopefully bring more people into HIS kingdom through it. We hope to have the open house in April for everyone to
come and see the new room and the entire center!
During all the snow and cold, our preschoolers stayed very busy. They made snow ice cream and snow volcanoes and
thought those were both the greatest things ever! They are working on rhyming, opposites, counting by 5’s and 10’s, and
most recently did full body drawings of themselves that turned out awesome. They celebrated Valentine’s Day and are looking forward to Donuts with Dad coming up soon.
We have enrolled 2 more families this past few weeks and have a few more looking to start soon. We are
appreciative of the congregation’s support of our 2021 budget and especially appreciate the money donated
to LLOJ from the various boards. We have lots of plans and greatly love you all for making us important in
your budget.
We successfully made it through another month with no Covid-19 closures! We are blessed by that. We continue to follow the state recommendations for cleaning, etc.
We recently submitted another $150,000 in Direct Your Dollar receipts from Spartan Nash! Keep them coming! We should receive the $1000 check soon.
We are putting plans into motion for our summer program for kids ages 5-11. We will announce the dates,
prices, and times soon. We are hoping to enroll 12-15 kids through that. That will be a HUGE lift to our budget
if we can bring in those numbers.
Thank you to those of you who have donated cleaning supplies, Kleenex, toys, and baked goods. We use it all! I have had
a few people ask if we need anything. We can always use markers (fine and broad tip,) construction paper, glue sticks,
safety scissors, stickers of any kind, tempera paints (any color,) coloring books (any kind,) Clorox wipes, paper towel,
Kleenex, baggies (any size,) postage stamps, envelopes (large and small,) Matchbox cars and trucks, frame tray puzzles or
large floor puzzles, and if you’re so inclined, we never turn down monetary donations. Thanks for asking, and look for the
cart in the narthex (lobby to the sanctuary) to place any items you wish to donate.
We have been busy as usual, but it’s been a good month. We look forward with open hearts and minds as to what God has
in store for us in 2021 and beyond. Hold on; we have only just begun ❤
In Christ, Jenny

SAVE YOUR STUFF!!!
Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center is
having their annual sale. Mark your calendars for Sunday,
May 2. That is when you can start bringing in all of your
used goodies you no longer need.
We will hold the sale on Wednesday - Friday of that week.
Stay tuned for more details. By the way,
THERE REALLY ISN'T MUCH WE WON'T TRY TO SELL!!
Thanks! Questions? Ask Jenny!

Help Little Lambs Earn

$1000

Direct Your Dollars Fundraiser
Turn in your Family Fare or any other
Spartan Nash grocery store receipts
and help Little Lambs earn $1000.
For every $150,000 in receipts we
collect, we will earn $1000.
Place your ENTIRE , ORIGNAL receipt
in the boxes located around the church.

Thanks for your support!
Remember, you need to use your YES
Card or your purchase won’t give you
any points to direct.
Don’t forget to direct Choice Dollars® from
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Choice Dollars expire, so you only have until March 31, 2021 to direct any
remaining from 2020. Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.
You can also contact the church office and Barbara will be
glad to help you (Monday thru Wednesday.)

Order your Easter Lilies

Orders for Easter Lilies are being taken at the
back of the church or in the church office. These
lilies are used to beautify our sanctuary on Easter
morning. They are $9.50 each and can be picked
up following the 10:00am service on Easter.

Please be prepared with a check or exact change. Thank you.

Roving Reporter
Lenten Services are on Wednesdays at 6:30 in the Sanctuary. Watch for Holy Week info in the bulletin inserts and this
Newsletter.
Nine people from St. Paul are helping out at the Albion Food Hub. Thank you for your time.
Brad Shedd, Dana Anderla, and John Shedd are our new President, Congregational Secretary, and
Treasurer. Thank you for serving St. Paul.
Voters’ Assembly notes
 The Voters’ Assembly on February 21st was very well attended.
 We had four new voting members: Jean Miller, Tom & Ruth Clark, and Katherine Heidenreich.
 All Treasurer’s Reports were approved.
 The New Beginnings Program is off the table for now.
 We are still tweaking the new sound system. A new mic is needed, also 2 new computers. Pastor also needs a new
computer. The voters approved some more funds to complete this project.
 Nominations for Board members are now being accepted. They will be voted into their positions at the May Voters’
Assembly.
 The 2021 proposed budgets were approved.
 St. Paul has a new Security System. A buzzer at the Luther Hall doors will show who is at the door. They can talk to the
person inside and the person inside can talk to them outside. If they can be admitted, the door will be unlocked from
the inside at the Office, Media Room, or upstairs in the new system room off of the Lift Room.
 St. Paul Memory Garden had some mulch put down in the Fall. Harry Martin is making a bench for the Garden.
 You can read the report from the ECC in this newsletter.
 The Board of Elders are hoping we can get back to some normalcy soon at St. Paul.
 The Board of Stewardship & Outreach are sponsoring an India outreach program for two years.
 The Board of Trustees had a new water heater installed in the first floor of the Educational Wing. We now have hot
water in the restrooms.
 Pastor thanked everyone for their cards, memorials etc. for Pastor’s mother, Vera. Her memorials will be going to the
Little Lambs of Jesus Preschool & Childcare Center. He will be taking time off to assist family in moves. He has info on
the pandemic. Contact him for more info.
 We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Stay warm—Spring is coming! Remember our shut-ins and sick with prayers and cards.
Daylight Saving Time begins, set your clock ahead one hour before you go to bed on March 13th.

— Lucy

Don’t Widen the Plate
John Scolinos, long time baseball coach at Pepperdine and Cal Poly, was a featured speaker at the
1996 convention of the American Baseball Coaches Association. The numerous attendees were excited to absorb some of his wisdom from his many years of coaching.
Coach Scolinos walked on the stage with a necklace made of a full sized, stark white home plate dangling from his neck. He spoke for almost 30 minutes before addressing the prominent prop around his neck. He was now
ready to share what he had learned about home plate in his 78 years.
John asked how many Little League coaches were in the crowd, followed by the question, do you know how wide home plate
is in Little League? After some hesitation, someone offered, “seventeen inches”. That was correct. He proceeded to ask
the same question of high school, college, minor league and even Major League coaches. The answer was the same for
each, seventeen inches.
Coach then asked what they did with a pitcher who couldn’t throw the ball over the plate. Do you widen the plate to twenty
or twenty-five inches to improve his chances of throwing a strike? Of course not! What do you do if your best player shows
up late for practice or breaks a team rule? Do you change the rules for them? Do you widen the plate?
He then asked about their personal lives. What do you do with your marriage, your children, and your work? Do you hold
your family accountable? Are there consequences for failing to meet the standards, not following the rules or do you widen
the plate? Are the same things happening in school? And what about in church? Are you following the established rules or
making accommodations to avoid conflict?
1 Corinthians 16:13 says: “Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong”. You read the Bible. You attend church. Your beliefs are right and true. You know the things you should do. But what happens when these are put to
the test? Are you strong enough to stand firm, even though criticism may come? Often it takes the strength of just one person to embolden the courage of others to stand up and do what they know is right.
Prayerfully turn to God to give you the strength to stand firm, be courageous and be the example to your family, your church
and your community. As Coach Scolinos stated clearly in his message- don’t widen the plate.
We at CEF look forward to coming along side your congregation to help build God’s Kingdom.

Prayer List

Updated: March 2, 2021

Homebound
Ruth Bussing
Charles Krenerick
Lorraine Posenke
Joyce Shrontz
Public Servants
Ben Bearman
Justin Beck
Lindsey Bergeron-Anderla (wife of Michael Anderla)
Joshua Boel (son-in-law of Pastor & LoriRene’)
Eric Clark
Victor Cortez (nephew of Jessica Merrild)
Sarah Duff (daughter of Dale & Lori Duff)
Rob Lightfoot (grandson of Cliff & Alice Bush)
Miranda Seedorf
Jeremy Woods
Sick and Injured
Hani Atkins (granddaughter of friend of Candie Boehlke-Nash)
Fred Bartel
Julie Cummins (friend of Dar Corey)
Bill Eagen
Sheila Eberts (cousin of Barbara Slaughter)
Bill Haeske
Brenda Heisler
Jim & Deb Herwarth
Christine Hirst (friend of Diane Shuster)
Sheryl Hunt
Jim Manthei
Harry Martin

Thank You
Dear Committee Members and Congregation,
Your outpouring of support has been overwhelming. The
scholarships I have been awarded are so valuable to me. I
am blessed to be a part of such a wonderful church family.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to succeed.
Sincerely, Spencer Zick

Spencer Zick received a congratulatory let-

ter from Lansing Community College for his
hard work during the 2020 fall semester. Because of his extraordinary effort and dedication, he has earned a place on the President’s List, an
honor reserved only for those who achieve a grade point
average of 3.81 or higher. Congratulations, Spencer, on
this wonderful accomplishment!

Open Saturdays
Not on holidays

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Gently used, clean kids clothes sizes 0-16
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 100 Luther Blvd, Albion
We accept donations of good, clean, children’s items.
Thursdays 9-11am and Saturdays 10am-2pm.

Kathy Matthews (sister-in-law of Candie Boehlke-Nash)
Diane Chapman McCombs
Paula Miller
Jim Nash
Kara Newsome (friend of Dawn & Harry Martin)
Loide Olson (wife of Pastor Olson)
Joe Patterson
Paul Pollman (brother of Doug Pollman)
Bob Porter
Carolyn Rimer
Ralph Ringle (uncle of Barbara Slaughter)
David Saldana
Bradley Schultz (nephew of Char Sandusky)
Gerry Schultz
David & Faye Scoggins (brother of Dar Corey)
Bill & Carole Sharrar (brother & sister-in-law of
Jim & Gloria Hunt)
Mike Slaughter
Tyler Smith (grandson of Bill & Lois Haeske)
Stan Sommer
Ilene Stroebel (aunt of Amy Zerbe)
Phillip Sumption (husband of Joan Sumption)
Sue Taylor (niece of Wilma Bahr)
Jim & Doretta Wilson
Trevor Young (friend of Tom Zander)
Doug Miller – passed away peacefully into the
heavenly presence of the Lord on Sunday, Feb.
28, 2021. Prayers for peace for the Miller family,
wife – Donna, Sons – Jeff (Dawn) and Jason,
grandsons – Adam, Aaron, and Andrew. A
graveside service is being planned.

Congratulations to Tyler and Hallie Woods on the birth
of their son, Braxton Gordon on February 12th. Paisley
couldn’t wait to meet her new baby brother.
His proud grandparents are Gordon and Jenny
Woods, and his great-grandma is Lucy Slaughter.
Praise the Lord for this special blessing.
A generous community neighbor
has donated many health-related
items to St. Paul for us to loan out:
Wheelchair, shower chair, bedside
table, and a bedside potty.
She also donated items for us to give away: adult diapers
and diabetic supplies.
Sadly, her mother is going into a nursing home and no
longer needs them, but many people will benefit from her
generosity. Thank you, neighbor!

Helping Hand Hub Box Program
Come to the Albion Food Hub,
112 E. Erie St. to receive FREE food on
the 2nd Thursday, 3rd Tuesday, and 4th
Tuesday of each month, 4 p.m. till gone.

RED-Palm Sunday

10am Holy Communion

28

8:30am Morning Walkers
9:30am Bible Study

8:30am Morning Walkers
9:30am Bible Study

8:30am Morning Walkers

10am Worship

PURPLE-5th Sun Lent

8:30am Morning Walkers

23

22

21

30

8:30am Morning Walkers
9:30am Bible Study

8:30am Morning Walkers

10am Holy Communion

29

16

15

14

PURPLE-4th Sun Lent

8:30am Morning Walkers
9:30am Bible Study

8:30am Morning Walkers

10am Holy Communion

8:30am Morning Walkers
9:30am Bible Study

8:30am Morning Walkers

9

PURPLE-3rd Sun Lent

2

Tue

1

Mon

8

7

Sun

2021

St. Patrick’s Day

8:30am Morning Walkers

31

8:30am Morning Walkers
6:30pm Lenten Worship

24

8:30am Morning Walkers
6:30pm Lenten Worship

17

8:30am Morning Walkers
6:30pm Lenten Worship

10

8:30am Morning Walkers
6:30pm Lenten Worship

3

Wed

Sundays:
Bible Study—
9am

25
8:30am Morning Walkers
Prayer Time:
9:15am & 12:15pm
10am Foundations of
Freedom

18
8:30am Morning Walkers
Prayer Time:
9:15am & 12:15pm
10am Foundations of
Freedom

8:30am Morning Walkers
Prayer Time:
9:15am & 12:15pm

11

8:30am Morning Walkers

26

8:30am Morning Walkers

19

8:30am Morning Walkers

12

8:30am Morning Walkers

5

Fri

Sat

Spring Begins

10am-2pm Kid-to-Kid
Shop

27

10am-2pm Kid-to-Kid
Shop

20

13
10am-2pm Kid-to-Kid
Shop

10am-2pm Kid-to-Kid
Shop

6

517-629-8379

E-mail: office@stpaulalbion.org

4
8:30am Morning Walkers
Prayer Time:
9:15am & 12:15pm

Thu

Website: www.stpaulalbion.org

100 Luther Blvd., Albion, MI 49224

St. Paul Lutheran Church

March 2021
Worship Schedule

Sunday Morning Worship (In person and Facebook Live)
Sunday Bible Study
Wednesday Lenten Worship, March 3, 10, 17, & 24
Palm Sunday Worship, March 28

10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

(Holy Communion is offered every Sunday except the 3rd Sunday of the month.)

Mission Statement
Our Mission is to focus on the community through Christ.
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Please Recycle
Sunday, March 14, 2021
2:00 AM

